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gf Some additional papers to the correspondence of 
certain gentlemen of Massachusetts with Mr. Adams, 
have been published, and shall have a place in our next. 
Among them isa letterfrom Mr. Plumer, of New Hamp- 
shire, formerly governor of that state and a senator in 
congress, stating his knowledge of a plan for forming a 
separate government in the winter of 1803, and that he 
himself was then favorable to it—though soon convineed 
that it was the most ‘“‘erroneous opinion that he had ever 
formed upon political subjects.” 

It is intimated, we know not on what authority, that the 
appeal of the gentlemen of Massachusetts will be speedily 
answered. We shall, of course, duly notice it. 





The speeches of Messrs. Wriglt, of Ohio, and 
Smyth, of Virginia, on the proposed amendment of the 
latter to the constitution of the United States, shall have 
a place soon after the rise of congress. Circumstances 
have given peculiar interest to them. 





Tue new casinet. From the Washington Telegraph 
of the 26th. We are authorised to say, that the new 
cabinet will consist of 

Martin Van Buren, of New York, as secretary of state. | 

Samuel D. Ingham, of Pennsylvania, as secretary of 
the treasury. 

John McLean, of Ohio, as postmaster gencra 

John H. Eaton, of Tennessee, as secretary of war. 

John Branch, of North Carolina, as secretary of the 


navy. 

John McPherson Berrien, of Geo. as attorney general. : 

It will be seen, that the postmaster general is to be in- 
cluded # the cabinet. We learn that the president elect 
yesterday received a Ictter from Mr. Van Buren, accept- 
ing the state department. The other gentlemen are in 
this city, and have notified their acceptance in person. 

A aistony of Mr. Adams’ administration will issue 
from the press of Mr. Force, Washington, during the 
ensuing autumn, forming a volume of 500 pages octavo, 
and furnished to subscribers, at 3 dollars a copy, in boards. 

The “history of the administration of John Quincy 
Adamg”’ will contain among its topics, the following: 

1. A preliminary view of parties in the United States, 
from the era of the confederation to that of the accession 
of John Quincy Adams to the pronidenay 

2. A view of his life and public services, anterior to 
his presidency. 

3. An account of the events connected with his election 
to the presidency. 

4. A view of the genius, policy, acts and results of his 
administration, exhibiting the operations of each of the 
principal departments of the executive government, viz: 
the state, treasury, war, navy, and general post office; 
and eomprising the legislative and diplomatic history of 
the United States during the 19th and 20th congresses. 

5. A view of the state of the country at the commence- 
ment and at the termination of his presidency. 

6. An account of the lives, services and characters of 
the members of his cabinet, &c. 

7. An appendix of documentary and other illustrations 





of the text. 

Letters, post paid, to Peter Force, will be attended to. 

CoMMERCE AND NavicaTIoN. The secretary of the 
t has transmitted the annual statements and ta- 
bles, Intending to give them at length hereafter, the 
following extract from the letter of the register of the 
treasury may suffice all present purposes: 

From these statements it appears that the imports, 





during the year ending on the 30th September, 1828, 

have amounted to $88, 509,824, of which amount 

Splash sto, were imported in American vessels, and 
,558,505 in foreign vessels; 
Vom XXXVI-No, 1. 


? Increase—10 years 


is 


That the exports have, during the sameperiod, amount- 
ed to $72,264,686, of which $50,669,669 were of domes~ 
tic, and $21,595,017 o foreign articles; that of the do- 
mestic articles $41,130,106 were exported in American 
vessels, and $9,539,563, in foreign vessels; and, of the 
foreign articles, $19,978,268 were exported in American 
vessels, and $1,616 749 in foreign vessels; 

That 868,381 tons of American shipping entered, and 
897 404 cleared, from the ports of the United States, 
and that 150,225 tons of foreign shipping entered, and 
151,030 cleared, during the same period. 

I have the honor, also, to state, that the amount of re- 
gistered tonnage employed in the foreign trade, on the 
31st December, 1827, amounted to 747,170 44-95 

That the enrolled and licensed 
tonnage, including 84,278 78-95ths 
employed im the fisheries, and 
40,097 75-95tlis in steam navigation, 


amounted to 873,437 34 





Making together, (as per ab- 
stracts, No. 11 and 12), tons, 1,620,607 78 

As appears by the annual statement of the district ton- 
nage of the United States, transmitted from this affice, 
on the 24th December last. 

Permit me further to state, that, in conformity to the 
10th section of the act above referred to, the articles ex 
ported have been valued at their actual cost, or the 
value they bore at the time of exportation in the several 
ports of the United States, from which they were ex- 
ported; and that the articles, imported were valued at 
their actual cost, or the value which they bore in the fo- 
reign port from whence they were imported into the 
United States, free of any subsequent charges whatever. 
IL have the honor to be, &c. JOSEPH NOURSE, reg. 

Hon. Richard Rush, secretary of the treasury. 

(7PFtrom the preceding it appears, that, in the last 
treasury year, we imported the large sum of $16,245,000 
more than we exported, to say nothing of short entr ies at 
the custom house, or on account of goods otherwise 
fraudulently introduced. We may easily believe that 
the apparent balance was at least twenty millions. A 
considerable part of this was made up in freights earn- 
ed, or profits accruing, in the transportation of our own 
commodities—but the real balance against us was large, 
and how paid, or settled, we know not. 

The steady advance and increase of our tonnage, is 
very satisfactory. ‘The facts laugh at the woful predic- 
tions of the opponents of the American system, and fully 
sustain the hopes of its friends. What will the authors 
of the ‘‘Boston report”’ think of their misrepresentations 
in respect to this matter? Will they not feel a little 
ashamed of themselves? In some remarks that we pub- 
lished on that “report”? on the 26th Jan. 1828, it was 
said—‘‘we venture an Opinion that, for 1827, the (ton- 
nage] tables when published a year hence, will shew that 
the enrolled and licensed tonnage was not less than 
850.000 tons.” See vol. 33, page 354.° But such tonnage 
amounts to 873,437 tons, and shews the mightily increas- 
ed coasting and internal trade of the United States. 

The foilowing exhibits the progress ot our tonnage for 
the last 10 years—from 1818 to 1827, inclusive of both. 
The years previous to 1818 had shewed a greater 
amount of eres but in that year the lists were cor- 








rected at the different custom houses, and the real 
amount was ascertained. 
Registered Enrolled, Xe. 
1827 747,170 873,437 
1818 606,088 609,095 
141,082 264,542 
264,342 





405,324 tone. 
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In 1824—the ruinous-tariff year, the gross tonnage 
was 1,589,163—it now is 1,620,607; increase 231,504, in 
three tariff vears. Now the anti-tariffites would certain- 
ly have charged us with any decrease of the tonnage 
which might have followed the act of 182i—we appeal 
to their honesty, and demand credit, because of the in- 
crease. It is a bad rule that ‘twill not work both 
way s.”” f 

When the tables are received, we shall then OSS 
the items, with the former tonnage ot places, at which 
persons have most grumbled about hostility to com- 
meree, and concerning a desire to destroy navigation, 
&ec. to compel GENTLEMEN to withdraw their determi- 
nation against the tariff, and yicid obedience to facts 
placed in opposition to theory. 


—— <-->) 





WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. itis much to be regretted 
that standards for these were uot long since established 
by congress. The luminous report on the subject by 
Mr. Adams, while secretary of state, remains disregard- 
ed on the shelf, and the public is suffering many and serious 
inconveniences on account of this neglect of the national 
government. New York has undertaken to establish 
standards of weights and measures. It appears that they 
vary considerably from those now in use; and we see it 
stated, that it will cost the dealers in the city, only, not 
less than $100,000 to supply themselves wihh new mea- 
sures and weights, according to the law which is to go 
into operation on the tst Jan, 1830; and it will also cause 
much troubie and calculation, when buying of or selling 
to the people of other states. 

We years ago, heard it given asa reason why congress 
did nok legislate on the subject, that the members did 
not understand it. Perhaps, bardly five men have ever 
been in congress at one time who did understand it; but 
surely, this important matter might have been referred to 
a special board of scientific men, the resilts of whose 
Jabors would have been satisfactory to all, though the 
principle of their operation might lave remained incom- 
prehensible. The best legislators may be very indiffer- 
ent mathematicians. 





‘Castor ort. Among the queer things of ‘‘these our 
days,” we notice a communication of Mr. Edward A. 
Broddus, in the Georgia Jourval, dated Monticello 28th 
Jan. 1829, informing the public that his ‘‘friend Dr. 
D. A. Reese” had manufactured some “anti tariff castor 
oil,” a specimen of which was sent therewith; saying that 
he had made 600 bottles last year, “notwithstanding the 
dry weather,” &¢. and telling as jow that he expressed 
and clarified it, &c. &e. 

Such oil has long been made in the United States—in 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and Ohio. ‘The supply 
exceeds the domestic and foreign demand, at what may 
be regarded a fair price for the commodity—now bear- 
ing only 15@ cents per gallon. It is much better, because 
of its freshness, than the imported, and a great deal 
cheaper. A quantity was exported to England, to help 
x little in payment for calicoes, (seeing that our bread- 
stuffs were not taken in exchange for them), and our 
farmers would have made handsome profits on their 
crops of oil, but British “free trade” interposed, and, by 
a duty of 150 cents per gallon, rejected our supplies. It 
will be recollected that Mr. Haile, a member of congress 
irom Mississippi, when the present tariff law was under 
discussion, thinking“that castor oil might be advantage- 
ously made in the south, though a most decided anti- 
tariff man, was willing to protect its domestic product by 
a duty of **two dollars per bottle”*—not knowing that it 
was already supplied in quantities exceeding the domes- 
tic demand; and that ten thousand dollars per bottle duty 
would not affect the price the ten thousandth part of a 
cent. This Georgia ‘‘anti-tariff oil’? is called **home- 
made.” If the manufacture of flax shall succeed as it 
promises, in 5 spun and woven by machinery like cot- 
ton, how will Mr. B. like to hear the linen goods of the 
middleand eastern states called ‘4:ome-made” and anti- 
southern, to induce people to use them instead of cotton? 








*As the ordinary bottle contains only the 5th of a gal- 
lou, the proposed duty would have amounted to about 
seven times the selling price of the oil. What would Mr, 
Maile think of aduty of seventy cents per Hb. on cotton? 

















As we never expect to sanction such a proceeding, we 
hope that cause will not be given for it. 





Vinetnta. In the debate on the resolutions attached 
to the report of the committee to which was referred cer- 
tain proceedings of the legislatures of South Carolina and 
Georgia, concerning the tariff, &e. it appears that Messrs. 
Fitzhugh and Edgington, members of the house of dele- 
gates, because that they opposed these resolutions, have 
had a column of matter thrown at them inthe Richmond 
Enquirer. The first is specially charged with having 
“borrowed the newspaper essays of Mr. Mathew Carey 
and Mr. Hezekiah Niles, and the learned labors of the 
Harrisburg conveution.”” Now, if these names—*‘*Ma- 
thew Carey,” Hezekiah Niles” and the ‘‘Harrisburg con- 
vention,” are not enough (o satisfy any one that Mr. 
James Manison does not understand the intent and mean-~ 
ing of the constitution of the United States, and that even 
Mr. JEFFERSON was a blockhead when he spoke of im- 
posing **prohibttions” to support the domestic industry— 
we do not know what a new school Virginian would re- 
quire to shew that Messrs. Fitzhugh and Edgington were 
wholly in the wrong.—Names, and the ery of “mad dog,” 
being great thidgs In Virginia, and in respect to men of 
much higher pretensions than ‘*Mathew Carey”? and 
“Hezekiah Niles.” Instance, Messrs John Randolph and 
Wiitiam B. Giles: A little while ago, neither of them 
could have been elected a doorkeeper of the house of 
delegates, in evidence of the reliance of that house on 
their political integrity or private worth, and they were 
ealled by many hard names. But these gentlemen, 
without change in ¢heir politics or morals, have lived to 
Jaugh at and despise their opponents, and to envelope 
their ownselves in that political orthodoxy which denounce- 
ed thems “nuisances and a curse,” being elevated, by 
the verwet that abused them, to the most distinguished 
offices in the commonwealth, as its most worthy and con- 
sistent patriots—and the ery of “mad dog”’ is raised against 
all who now question the merits of the gentlemen. ‘Thus- 
—but at a vast distance, and in respect toa particular sub- 
ject, when individuals would reason upon it, ‘‘Mathew 
Carey” and “Hezekiah Niles” are named, and the argu- 
ment is concluded. 

**Mathew Carey” has retired from the tariff “‘arena”—. 
but is eagerly pursuing other objects to benefit his fellow 
men, and especially to ameliorate the condition of the 
poor. His benevolent and vigorous mind cannot remain 
inactive; and his hand is always ready to second the 
thoughts of hisheart. Itis a proud thing to hear one’s 
name associated with his—for a more honest, charitable 
and disinterested patriot, never lived than Mathew Carey, 
and so he will long be esteemed. When the ephemera! 
politicians of the day—those who blow cold or blow hot, 
and with the same breath, shall have passed into nothing- 
ness, his name and labors will be blessed by millions of 
happy freemen. We take the liberty to say this of our 
venerable triend, because that, as just above stated, lhe has 
retired from the contest, and, as we apprehend, with a 
resolution to take no further part init. And this we sin- 
cerely regret—tor the time is approaching when the best 
talents of the friends of the ‘‘American system” will be 
required to preserve it, against the theorists of the south, 
und power not derived from the people. ‘‘Alleyes, says 
a late South Carolina essayist, are turned to the congress 
of 1830, for an alteration of the tariff ”’—and on that sub- 
ject, it is apparent to us, that parties will be newly 
tormed. 

7 In speaking of the resolutions above referred to, 
the Richmond Whig says—**The report and resolutions 
against the tariff were adopted by the house of delegates 
on Saturday; the minorities on the several resolutions, 
varying from 63 to 75. Itrequires no prophet totell, that 
this is the last year, in all probability, that a Virginia legis- 
lature will pass equivalent resolutions. ‘The change of 
opinion, in favour of the tariff, is advancing with great ra- 
pidity, and has already embraced men who a year or two 
ago voted for similar resolutions to those just adopted. 
The fate of the resolutions in the Senate is thought doubt- 
ful. 

[Such is the progress of opinion in Virginia, that ifthe 
people had the power to express their sentiments, we are 
inclined to a belief that a majority would shew them- 
selves favorable to tariff principles, at the next election 
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No state is more deeply interested in this question—the 
encouragement of free labor would render slave labor far 
more profitable than it is, and prevent the ‘‘mother from 
hugging her infant more closely to her bosom,’’ on the 
ringing of an alarm-bell. | 





Bostoy. Four hundred new houses were built in 
this city in 1828. Now, as Boston was supposed more 
than any other place to exist by commerce and naviga- 
tion, which the tariff was to destroy, how is this great in- 
crease to be accounted for? We think that there is more 
reason in this fact than in the whole one hundred and 
ninety six pages of the famous “Boston report;”’ super- 
adding all the new matter, if any there is, of the second 
edition, called a report on the finances! 

Philadelphia and Baltimore also are rapidly gaining in 
population and wealth, and certainly not by foreign com- 
meree, There is an immense disposable capital at 
Philadelphia—fixed and increasing wealth; and it isagreed 
that Baltimore is gathering strength handsomely. And 
notwithstanding the many new buildings that are annual- 
ly put up, the press of inhabitants for them is greater 
than the supply of tenements in either city. We say 
these things are caused by our manufactures. If this be 
objected to—but our opponents inform us from whence 
they come. Let us have some reason for them—they 
have hot happened by chance. 


Tue Morris caNaL, commences near Easton on the 
Delaware, and, passing the flourishing town of Newark, 
terminates at Jersey city, opposite New York. Its whole 
length is 100 miles and 64 chains, and the navigable feed- 
er from the Hopatcong lake, is 60 chains. Iwill have 
several inclined planes and 23 locks—the chief of which 
are finished, and indeed the whole canal now appears to 
need only a small and _— aid to complete it. ‘The 
entire amount expended on this work is $777,923 71; 
there are demands against the company for the sum of 
388,050 50, on amount of loans, notes in circulation, Xc. 
and the resources have an aggregate of 572,032 90, being 
chiefly shares of its own stock and bills payable by stock- 
holders, received for instalments and for shares of stock 
not paid—all which will probably be good, if the canal 
shall get into successful operation; but is a way of doing 
business that we never approved of. We like real pay- 
ments of stock. Much work, however, has been done 
on this canal, and we wish all success to the projectors 
and proprietors. It is calculated as being capable of 
transporting 300,000 tons a year, and expected to be 
much ased for the supply of coal. Very many of the 
a aqueducts, &c are completed, and 131 bridges 

uilt. 


———wa 2 


Corroy. Havre,in France, is, like Liverpool in Eng- 
Jand, the chief port at which cotton is introduced. From 
a statement of the cotton trade at that place we extract 
the following items. 


U. States. Allother Total. 

Imports, 1827, bales 138,038 30,688 168,72 
1828 117,009 23,066 140,075 
Stock, 3ist Dec. 1827 38,400 7,678 47,028 
1828 21,700 3,487 25,187 





The diminished importation of 1828 seems to have 
been chiefly caused by the great stock ou hand at the end 
of 1827—ior the amount “sold and forwarded” in the 
last year is given at only 3,450 bales less than in the pre- 
ceding. 

British importation and stock of cotton at the end of 
each year, in bales. 


Importation. 1826. 1827. 1828. 
United States 594,234 647,885 439,828 
Brazil and West India, &c. 75,429 148,761 187,400 
Egypt _ 46,926 25,233 30,978 
Kast India 64,053 71,823 86,184 

Stock— 

United States 118,521 249,250 172,781 
Brazil, &e. 75,496 90,550 112,655 
Egypt 73,558 35,800 35,840 
East India 74,785 71,200 $4,680 





TOTALS. 
Importation. Stock. 
1826 580,642 342,306 
1827 893,700 446,800 
1828 744,390 405,856 


The stock is still very heavy. The excess crops have 
caused it. And though we observe that the importation 
of 1828 compared with that of 1827, declined in the large 
amount of 149,510 bales, the stock at the end of the lat- 
ter year was only 41,000 bales less than that of the 
ceding—shewing a difference in demand of 108,000 bales, 
against 1828. 

ConsuMPTION OF FCEL. By a memorial from the 
azote of Natural History, read in the common coun- 
cil of New York, it appears that 40,000 chaldrons of 
eoal are annually consumed in that city: of which, 20,000 
are English and Scotch; 4,000 Rhode Island; and 16,000 
Lehigh, &e. The value is about $600,000. Besides 
this, there are 280,000 cords of wood used for domestic 
purposes, and 200,000 for steam boats. The whole 
amount paid by the eity for fuel, euch year, is  pcaegiie 
It all goes out of the state, except a portion of the wood. 





‘‘A NEW THEORY of the causes of the various motions 
of ali the planetary bodies belonging to the solar system,”’ 
we learn, is in the press at Vincennes—and a note from 
‘**the author,”’ who is unknown to us, states that he in- 
tends to present himself ‘‘before the conspicuous philo- 
sophical societies” to deliver lectures, accompanied. with 
various experiments in demonstration of the truth of his 
theory. 

Wasuineton. ‘lhe officers’ quarters, at the marine 
barracks, in this city, were destroyed by fire in the after- 
noon of the 2Uth inst. The fire is said to have beep 
caused by the burning of a chimney, by which a piece of 
timber Ict into it was ignited. Many houses have been 
thus destroyed. A carpenter who has not sense enough 
to arrange his joists, without supporting them by ‘the 
chimneys, ought not to be trusted with the building of 
any house. 

SLAVES RELEASED! A Brazilian slave ship, having ap 
board 475 slaves, was cast away near Santos, about 85th 
December. The captain and crew, together with the 
slaves, except sixty, were lost. 

| We are glad that the captain and crew accompanied 
the slaves. | 

THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. If, from any cause, 
nothing should result from the projected expedition to 
the southern seas that will redound to the glory of our 
country or benefit of any of the human family, we fee) 
entirely satisfied that the officers and agents to whom the 
expedition is assigned, and the ship that is fitted out for 
the purpose, will not dishonor us by the want of enter- 
prize and skill, or ample preparation. And as it is pos- 
sible that this expedition may become of no small public 
interest, we inserted the resolutions and speech of Mr. 
Hayne, in the senate, knowing that they would be replied 
to in a manner that might form a part of the history of the 
expedition at a future day. If Mr. H’s calculation of the 
cost of the voyage were applied to the support of our fleet 
in the Mediterranean, how many millions would the ag- 
gregate of the laiter amount to? And in truth, the peo- 
ple of the United States, interested in ascertaining the 
new islands, reefs, &c. in the southern ocean, have a much 
stronger comparative right to favor this expedition, than 
have a few merchants to keep up a squadron in the 
Mediterranean, the cost of which is from ten to tweuty 
times more than the value of our regular trade in that 
sea. But calculations of cost, in dollars and cents, were 
not made in fitting out and keeping up that squadron, 
else it had never been fitted or emplored. 

The facts submitted by the secretary of the nayy in 
obedience to the resolutions of the senate, are inserted 
in the present sheet, and are highly interesting. 

THE MAILS. Notwithstanding the late excessively se~ 
vere weather, no failure of the mails has occurred this 
season between Philadelphia and Baltimore. But Mr. 


| Purdy, the agent of Messrs. Stockton and Stokes, tas. 
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tioned atthe Susquehannah, was recently employed on 
the ice from 8 o’clock P. M. to 4 A. M. to prevent a 
failure. He has suffered much; and one of the drivers 
_ between Philade}phia and New York, actually froze and 


died on his box, during the snow storm of the night of 


the 20th inst. 

We have not often had a winter like the present. Se- 
veral heavy snows have fallen, and, for twenty days to- 
gether, the wind has been north-westward. Oak wood, 
at Baltimore, has been eight dollars a cord, and the 
yards are now exhausted. Great exertions have been 
made to relieve the poor in the several wards, and on 
Sunday last about 2,000 dollars were additionally col- 
lected in the difterent churches. 





Frour any Grain. The British agricultural report 
for December says—“The wide range of prices which 
exists inthe market sufficiently indicates the variation 
of quality. Wheat may be purchased from 50s. to 100s; 
Sacley, fom 22s. to 43s. and vats from 15s. or probably 
lower,to 34s. The supply of the metropolis has been 
amply provided for, and the arrivals in the port of Lon- 
don very considerable. They consist of the following 
quantities of the principal sorts of grain. 











Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
British qrs. 271,491 228,915 272,577 
Scotch 34,796 643 107 ,S5 
Irish 28,604 1,938 560,156 
Foreign 425,434 28,789 97 ,529 
To Dec. 23,1828 780,125 261,285 1,037,627 


“This is a large supply, especially in the article of | 


wheat, but it will at once be seen how dependent we 
have been on foreign importation for that grain, and how 
largely we are indebted to Ireland for oats. As to 
prices, with our deficient crops, it cannot be matter of 
surprise that they have advanced. ‘The following is a 


statement of their average rate in the former year and the | 


present: 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Average, 1827, about p. qr. 55s. 358, 26s. 
Ditto 1828, 593. 6d. 33s. 228 6d. 


“These are the averages of the maritime districts; and, 
taken for the whole year, they exhibit a declension, in- 
stead of a rise, in every grain but wheat. Looking, 
however, to the latter half of the year, prices have risen 
as follow, viz. wheat to 64s. barley, 35s. Gd. oats 24s. 
and the average of the last six weeks is for wheat, 74s. 
6d; barley 39s. 2d. and oats, 25s. 8d.” 

The foreign supply has been fargreater than was 
expected, The stock at Liverpool was also large—40s. 
Od. however had been offered for 700bbIs, of New York 
flour just landed, and refused, Sixty five vessels laden 
with about 500 quarters of grain, arrived at London in 
one day, from the continent. The price of flour at New 
York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, has rather declined 
than advanced, in consequence of the last news, and not 
many heavy sales have been made. 





Detaware. The legislature of this state has enacted 
a law altering the mode of choosing electors in that 
state. The general ticket is adopted. 

Partrr Lxs, the son of Frank, the well-known and 
faithful servant of general WasuineTon, has a wife and 
several children, that, being slaves, were about to be sold 
and transferred to Georgia. It appears, however, that 
500 dollars, the price of them, has been raised in the city 
of New York and its vicinity, and that the family will not 
be separated from the husband and father. We have felt 
it rather an unpleasant duty to notice this case, though its 
issue is honorable. 

New Jensry. Mr. Southard, present secretary of the 
navy,and yet residing at Washington, has been elected 
attorney general of the state of New Jersey, and by the 
same legislature which pronounced him aforeigner, when 
he was proposed as a member of the senate of the United 
States. 





A LARGE ox, raised in Hartord county, in this state, 
arrived at Baltimore a few days ago, after a laborious 
journey of 36 miles. He is 13 feet 6 inches from nose to 


rump—6 feet 6 high—8 feet 94 girth,and 5 feet 03, should- 
er to dewlap. He wasfed by William Lansdale, esq. and 
isa ‘‘mountain of beef ”—larger in all his measurements, 
says the Chronicle, than the great ox Columbus, except 
the girth; and half-a-hand higher than the famous Leices- 
tershire ox. His weight is not given. 





Mucnpers at Eptnspure. Most horrid events have 
lately been revealed at Edinburg. It appears that two 
wretched Irishmen, named Burke and Hare, have been 
in the practice of murdering persons to obtain possession 
of their bodies for the surgeoas—and a couple of their 
countrywomen, though not participating in the deeds 
themselves, seem to have acted as decoys or assistants. 
The practice was, to invite persons into a house, make 
them drunk, and then strangle them; after which the 
bodies were secured in a box, and speedily passed into the 
possession of the doctors, by whose agents they appear 
to have been received without any questions. ‘The number 
of the victims is not certainly stated, but it seems that 
they may have amounted to not less than 10 or 15 per- 
sons. Details of the manner of the death of three only 
, are given, in the confession of Burke; but further disclo- 

sures were expeeted. The ruffiane appear to have become 
| quite hardened to the business, but the certainty of their 
; own speedy death has effected them powerfully—aggra- 
| vated, perhaps, by the reflection that their own bodies will 


| pass through the same hands that they had supplied with 
subjects. 





Ecyer, ‘The present pacha looks far beyond his pre» 
sent state of dependence on the sultan, or else feels him- 
} self stror enough to resist any hostile disposition in the 
, government at Constantinople. He is an aged man) but 
(pursues the improvement of Egypt as though he long 
/expected to rule it, or transmit his authority to his son. 





, Among other proceedings which shews this, he has sent 
many promising young men to be educated in France, 
and four are in England—oue to learn practical naviga- 
tion, another to study naval architecture, a third mathe- 

|matics and military engineering, and the fourth to qualify 

himself for diplomacy. ‘These are all attached to the 
|household of his son, Ibrahim. Some of these youths 

(have been in Europe several years. Those in England 

/are well acquainted with our language, and speak and 

| write it fluently, 

Fires. Distressing fires have recently occurred in 
Portsmouth, N. H. Boston, Huntsville, Ala. and Savan- 
nah, Geo. In the latter city on the 17th inst. upwards of 
forty buildings were destroyed, with a vast amount of 
merchandise, furniture, &c. Most of the buildings were 
insured, but many individuals have by this calamity been 
deprived of their homes and rendered liable to the ag- 
gravated sufferings of this very inclement season of the 
year. The city of Demerara, has sustamed.a loss, by 
fire, estimated at £500,000 sterling. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

An interesting correspondence will be found in page 6, 
between the duke of Wellington, Dr. Curtis and the mar- 
quis of Anglesea, lord lieutenant of Ireland, relative to 
the claims of the catholics. Much speculation has been 
caused by the publication of these letters, and a good deal 


the marquis have rendered him very popular with the 
Cath*lics, and it is said that he has resigned his office in 
consequence of the wide difference of opinion on this 
subject withthe premier. Butihe “Courier” states, with 
an air ef authority, that he has been recalled by the gov- 
ernment, and adds that ‘*the question would not have been 
advanced by his continuance in Ireland, nor will it be im- 
paired or retarded by his recall.” 

The marquis of Anglesea has appointed three liberal 
protestant barristers to as many vacant chairs of Irish 
counties. Mr. Curran, son of the celebrated orator of 
the last generation, has been made chairman of Kerry, 
which is reported to be worth £1000 per annum. Ty- 
rone has been given to Mr. Tickell, descendant of the 
poet; and Leitrim to Mr. Nunnet. 








of feeling excited. ‘The liberal sentiments advanced by - 
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The total increase of revenue, beyond the correspond- 
ing quarter ot last year, is £686,000.—The total amouut 
of” the revenue for the year ending 5th January, 1828, was 
£46,644,675; and for the year ending 5th January, 1829, 
£48,305,322. 

It is said that the Irish revenue statement, when it ap- 

ears, will show an increase of £100,000 for this year 
be yond last year. 

tephenson, the banker, has not been apprehended; the 
most vigilant measures have been taken, officers being 
despatched in every quarter. 
TURKEY AND RUSSIA. 

There is nothing new from the theatre of war. The 
report of the massacre at Crete is confirmed: an Ancona 
date of Dec. 10, says—“The latest accounts from Poros 
and Syra, return tothe subject of the massacre of the 
Christian inhabitants in the cities of Crete. No Chris- 
tians are now left in those cities, all have perished by 
the sword, and ali their brethren in the island are devot- 
ed to the same fate.” 








SPAIN. 

It isannounced from Spzin, via Paris, that, on the 24th 
September last, the king of Spain authorised the minis- 
ter of foreign affairs to sign a treaty, by which France is 
inscribed for 80 millions of francs, in the great book of 
the public debt, in the three per cent. stock. ‘The Span- 
ish government. will pay to France four millions an- 
nually, of which 2,400,000 francs for the interest, and 
1,600,000 franes for the redemption of this stock. 





SUNDAY MAILS. 

An insertion of the following being claimed by a most 
respectable minister of the gospel in Virginia, and one 
of the original subscribers for the ‘‘Register,”’ on the 
principle of our ‘‘rule to give both sides,” we willingly 
allow ita place—with a pre-determination, however, 
that it shall not lead to a discussion of principles foreign 
to the design of this work, except in general terms. 

** In your Register, No. 21, you take the liberty, as you 
and every one of us unquestionably have a right, to give 
your opinion freely respecting Johnson’s report on Sunday 
muils. You very highly commend it. I have read it care- 
fully, and think very differently of it, or of many things 
in it, and for good reasons, I believe. Col. Johnson and 
his committee pretend to see in the prayer of the memo- 
rialists what is not in it, nor would be allowed by those 
presenting to have been in it, in any form, either express- 
ed or implied, or any thing having such abearing. They 
have more good sense and sound patriotism, than to wish 
civil legislatures to decide in religious disputes, or sys- 
tems, or doctrines,——at least, when they assume a religious 
aspect:—therefore, the insinuation that the memorialists 
are aiming at a religious establishment by the civil power, 
is an ungenerous calumny. Such an union, of church and 
state, is most abhorrent to the presbyterians in America, 
and I believe so to all other denominations of Christians 
in the United States. But, it is evident, the committee 
were opposed to the petition of our numerous memorial- 
ists, and therefore, when they could not fairly base them- 
selves on the merits of the memorial of the postmasters, 
their deputies and others, they mounted a popular hobby 
and rapidly posted away. 

‘*Mr. Johnson makes a flourish about the Jewish gov- 
ernment being a theocracy, the meaning of which is, a 
government by God. We acknowledge it was, and hope 
that col. Johnson is a better man than to deny that God 
claims and exercises the government over our country 
too, and that, as far as his laws are manifested by the light 
of nature and by revelation, that we are as much bound 
to obey them as were the Jews. 

‘‘Our jurisprudence acknowledges the following laws of 
God, end have made them a part of our civil code, viz.: 
to do justly—to love and practice mercy—to obey civil 
rulers—to take and administer legal oaths—not to profane 
God’s name—not to rob God of a seventh portion of time, 
called a Sabbath day—not to rob our neighbor of his life, 
good name or property: but according to co]. Johnson’s 
pure civil policy, as these belong to religion, and are re- 
cognised by all religious systems, they must not be touch- 
ed in any way by congress, or by any civil body. Pray 
what sort of a government would we haye without them? 

‘‘Such persons as find the Sabbath in their way, and its 
sacred duties a burden, have ever heen crying out against 
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those who, for the good of their country, have endeavored 
to prevent its abuse and virtual abrogation. Let our na- 
tion but trample on the Sabbath and neglect its sacred du- 
ties, and we will soon be heathens, or come toa condition 
like the French nation when they abolished the Sabbath. 
“If the carrying and opening of the mail be a work of 
necessity, let it be done; but if not, let us, as a nation, 
give God the seventh portion of time, which he has 
claimed from the beginning, and he will prosper us: but 
if we will not be obedient to his will, he has it in his pow- 
erto punish us as a nation, and he says he will do it when 
a nation rebels against his pleasure. As nations only exist 
iu this world, therefore in time they suffer God’s judg- 
ments. He is the best patriot who obeys God, because 
he makes him our country’s friend and protector. 

“In my humble opinion, there is much more danger of 
the states becoming petty kingdoms or the union an em- 
pire, than of religious establishments. In Virginia, we so 
much condemn and detest them that our legislature will 
not grant a legal right in fee for an inch of soil to site a 
church, or secure a grave yard to any religious association, 
lest it would open the way to establish some sect. Hence 
our churches, in cities, towns and country, are in the pow- 
er of individua's, to be made into barns, and our buryin 
grounds, yards for cattle. This reasonable and enlightened 
men consider as excessive timidity, or owing to enmity 
against Christianity. 

“Mr. Johnson and his committee seem alarmed at the 
simultaneous exertions of citizens of every rank and de- 
nomination of Christians in our country,—as it union of 
multitudes must makea cause bad. They most unwar- 
rantably call the memorialists a religious combination, 
seeking to control civil government—when in fact they 
are in the due use of their civil rights respectfully re- 
questing congress, in their proper sphere, to remove ob- 
structions out of the way of the means ordained to increase 
knowledge of principles and morality, essential to our free 
institutions, and to secure the favor and protection of him 
who »y his laws governs all nations. ”’ 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate of the 
United States. 

William Clark, of Pennsylvania, to he treasurer 
of the United States, vice Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
deceased. 

Joseph Hopkinson, of Pennsylvania, to be judge of 
the district court of the United States for the east- 
ern district of Pennsylvania, vice Richard Peters, 
deceased. 

Samuel Larned, of Rhode Island, to be charge d'af- 
faires of the United States to the republic of Pern, 
vice Joseph Cooley, deceased. 

John A Smith, of New York, to be secretary of 
legation of the United States in France, vice Daniel 
Sheldon, deceased. , 

Charles S. Walsh, of Maryland, to be secretary of 
legation of the United States in Spain, vice John A. 
Smith, transferred to Paris. 

} John Pulis, of the island of Malta, to be consul of 
the United States for that island, vice Joseph Pulis, 
resigned. 

Helmich Janson, of the Kingdom of Norway, to be 
consul of the United States for the port of Bergen, 
vice Henrich Janson, resigned. 

Charles Douglas, of Alabama, to be consul of the 
United States for the port of Guazacualco, in 
Mexico. 

Cornelius Bradford, of New York, tobe consul of 
the United States at Lyons, in France. 

Ernest Schwendler, of Pennsylvania, to be consu) 
of the United States at the free imperial city of 
Frankfort, on the Main. 

Nicholas Biddle, of Pennsylvania, Jonn B. Trevor, 
of Pennsylvania, E. J. Dupont, of Delaware, Benja- 
min Hatcher, of Virginia and Charles 4. Davis, of New 
York, to be directors of the Bank of the United 
States for the year 1829. 





William McKee, of North Carolina, to be surveyor 
of the public lands in the states of Ilinois and Mis- 
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souri, and the territory of Arkansas; whose com- 
mission expired on the 11th of February, 1829. 

Swann, of the District of Columbia, to be 
attorney of the United States for the said district, 
23d January, 1%29. 

Ether Shepley, of Maine, to be attorney of the 
‘United States for the district of Maine, 7th Februa- 
Ty, 1829. 

John W. Smith, of Louisiana, to be attorney of the 
United States for the eastern district of Louisiana, 
4th January, 1829. 

Alexander Brackenridge, of Pennsylvania, to be at- 
torney of the United States for the western district 
of Pennsylvania, 3d March, 1829. 

William A. Griswold, of Vermont, to be attorney of 
the United States for the district of Vermont, 3d 
March, 1829. 

John Gadsen, of South Carolina, to- be attorney of 
‘the United States for the district of South Carolina, 
7th February, 1829. 

Nathaniel Williams, of Maryland, to be attorney of 
the United ‘States for the district of Maryland, 3d 
January, 1829. 

Nathan Smiih, of Connecticut, to be district attor- 
ney of the United States for the district of Connec- 
ticut. 

John H. Norton, of Mississippi, to be Marshal of 
the United States for the district of Mississippi, 
whose commission expired on the 3d January, 1829. 

Thomas Morris, of New York, to be marshal of the 
United States for the southern district of New York, 
2ist January, 1828. 

John W. Livingston, of New York, to be marshal 
of the United States for the northern district of New 
York, 19th February, 1829. 

Burrington Anthony, of Rhode Island, to be marshal 
of the United States for the district of Rhode Island, 
$d January, 1329. 

Samuel D. Harris, of Massachusetts, fo be marshal 
of the United States for the district of Massachu- 
setts, 2d March, 1829. , 

William Trimble, of Arkansas territory, to be a 
judge in and for said territory; whose commission 
expired on the 21st of December, 1828S. 

Benjamin Johnson, of Arkansas territory, to be a 
judge in and for said territory; whose commission 
expired on the 23d of January, 1829. 

Samuel C. Roane, of Arkansas, to be attorney of 
the United States for said territory, whose commis- 
sion expired on the 7th of February, 1829. 

George W. Scott, of Arkansas territory, to be mar- 
shal of the United States for the said territory; whose 
commission expired on the 7th of February, 1829. 

[The list also contains the names of seven gentle- 
men appointed justices of the peace within the dis- 
trict of Columbia, five of whose commissions had 
expired. ] 
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CATHOLICS OF IRELAND. 

The following letters are of much interest with those 
feeling aconcern for the emancipation of the Irish 
Catholics. We apprehend they shew that there is no 
present hope of quieting their claims to liberty of con- 
science: much excitement appears to have been caused 
by these letters, but we submit them without comment, 
our feelings on subjects of this kind being known to 
all our readers, as in utter opposition to any sort of 
association between affairs of state, and those that con- 
cera a man’s own personal accountable relation to his 
Gop. 

The Dublin Evening Post of the 23d of December, 
contains the following letter addressed to Dr. Curtis, 
the Catholic primate of Ireland:— 

**ZLondon, Dec. 11, 1828. 

“My Dear Sir:—I have received your letter of the 
4th inst, and L assure you that you do me justice in be- 
lieving that 1 am sincerely anxious to witness the settle- 
ment of the Roman Catholic question, whieh by benefiting 








a 


the state, wonld confera benefit on every individual be- 
longing to it! But IL confess I see no prospect of such a 
settlement. Party has been mixed up with the consi- 
deration of the question to such a degree, and such vio- 
lence pervades every discussion of it, that it is impos- 
sible to prevail upon men to consider it dispassionately. 

**If we could bury it in oblivion for a short time and 
oaper that time diligently in the consideration of its 
difficulties on all sides, (for they are very great), I should 
not despair of seeing a satisfactory remedy. 

“Believe my dear sir, ever your most faithful humble 
servant, WELLINGTON.” 

Answer of Dr. Curtis to the duke of Wellington. 
Drogheda, Pec. 19, 1828. 

My lord duke—I have never been more agreeably 
surprised in my life than by the unexpected honor of 
receiving your grace’s very kind and even friendly letter 
of the 11th inst., which coming from so high a quarter, T 
should naturally wish to reserve if possible; but as it 
was franked by yourself, the news of its arrival was 
known all over this town, (as might. be expected from a 
i gga post office), before the letter reached my 

ands: so that I was obliged, in your graces defence 
and my own, tocommunicate its contents to afew chosen 
friends, for the satisfaction of the multitude, who might 
otherwise fabricate in its stead some foolish, or perhaps 
mischievous nonsense of their own, But fortunately, 
your grace’s letter contained only such liberal and be- 
nevolent sentiments as all parties must eulogise, and 
none could possibly malign. Besides, it very seasonably 
strengthens the testimony that I, as a faithful witness, 
have on all occasions given of your generous, upright, 
and impartial disposition. 

It would be somewhat worse than ridiculous in me to 
offer.any thing in the shape of political advice to a con- 
sumreate statesman, at the head of the first cabinet in or 
out of Europe; but as your grace has so humanely con- 
descended to mention some of the difficulties tending to 
paralyse your efforts to settle the Roman Catholic ques- 
tion, I beg leave to submit to your superior judgment a 
few reflections; made to me by some well informed and 
unbiassed friends, as well Protestants as Catholics, who 
certainly understand the subjeet much better than I can 
pretend to do. They have read with great pleasure and 
gratitude the noble declaration in which your grace so 
strongly expresses vour sincere anxiety to witness the 
settlement of the Roman Catholic question; which you 
are convinced would, by benefitting the state, confer a 
benefit on every individual of society; and vou regret that 
you see no prospect of such a settlement; because vio- 
lent party feelings are mixed up with that question, and 
pervade every discussion of it to such a degree, as to 
preclude the possibility of prevailing upon men to con- 
sider it dispassionately. But that if it could be buried in 
oblivion for a short time, and if that time were diligently 
employed in the consideration of the question, you would 
not despair of seeing a satisfactory remedy. 

These humane and statesman-like sentiments, ey far 
as they go), do great honor to your grace’s head and 
heart, and might appear sufficient if you were a private 
nobleman, but not in your present exalted station, with 
power to wield, when necessary, all the resources of go- 
vernment: for it would be a stur on the unrivalled and far 
famed British constitution to assert that, even when well 
administered, it does not possess or supply means for es- 
tablishing any thing known to be essential for the peace, 
welfare, and tranquillity of the empire at large, and for 
pulling down or removing any intrigne or party spirit 
that might wantonly attempt to oppose so great a bles- 
sine. 

My friends allow that such momentous exertions may 
be sometimes unsuccessful when government is conduct- 
ed by weak or unsupported heads or hands, and that they 
require such a prime minister as the nation has now, 
and I hope, will long have, the happiness to enjoy, who, 
after an uninterrupted series of the greatest victories, and 
a successful arrangement of the most important interests 
that perhaps ever yet occurred, has been placed at the 
head of government by the entire and well-earned con- 
fidence of our most gracious sovereign, and with the uni- 
versal applause of the whole empire, and, indeed, of all 
other nations. Under such a chief, exerting his legiti- 
mate prerogative, they say that no party would dare to 
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oppose the general good; and that if your grace would 
intimate, your serious resolution to settle the Roman 
Catholic question, its oppenents would instantly fly and 
appear no more; and if the settlement were once carried, 
it would in a few days be no more spoken or thonght of 
than the concessions now are that were lately made to 
the dissenters, for the enemies of such arrangement are 
not half so angry in reality as they now appear to be, in 
order by that bugbear to carry their point. But my 
friends have no hesitation in declaring that the project 
mentioned by your grace, of burying the Catholic ques- 
tion in oblivion, for the purpose of considering it more at 
leisure, is totally inadmissible, and would exasperate in 
the highest degree, those who are already too much ex- 
cited, and would only consider that measure as a repeti- 
tion of the same old pretext so often employed to elude 
and disappoint their hopes of redress; but if it even were 
adopted, it could only serve to augment the difficulties 
by allowing the contending parties, and particularly the 
enemies of all cencession, the opportunities they seek 
for preparing their means of resistance and violence, 
which they have latterly carried to the most alarming 
lengths, which they have avowed and publicly announced 
in atrocious and sanguinary terms, to which however, f 
should net here allude, for [ never wish to be an ac- 
euser, but thatIl am certain your grace must have read 
those horrible threats, often repeated in the Brunswick 
and Orange public prints; and to this latter subject at 
least I must beg leave to call your grace’s attention and 
implore your powerful protection, humbly pray ing that 
you will not suffer public peace and concord to be vio- 
lated or disturbed under any pretext whatever. An effec- 
tual remedy would cost your grace but one word. I donot, 
however, hereby mean to meddle in temporal affairs, but 
I consider it my bounden duty to labor incessantly, 
in concurreiice with all my venerable conferees, to im- 
press tipon the minds and hearts of all those committed 
to our spiritual care, sentiments of true Christian charity, 
moderation, and kind forbearance towards all men without 
exception. 

I beg your grace will excuse the length of this letter, 
and vouchsafe to consider it as a prootof my unfeigned 
regard, and of the sincere respect with which L have the 
honor to remain, my lord duke, your grace’s most obe- 
dient and most humble servant, R. CURTIS, 


Letter from the lord lieutenant of Ireland, to Dr. Cur- 
tis. 
Dublin, Phenix Park, Dec, 23. 

Most rev. sir—I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 23d, covering that which you received 
from the duke of Wellington ot the 11th inst. together with 
a copy of your answer to it. 

Ithank yon for the confidence you have reposed in me. 

Your letter gives me information upon a subject of the 
highest interest. I did not know the precise sentiments 
of the duke of Wellington upon the present state of the 
Catholic question. 

Knowing it, | shall venture to offer my opinion upon 
the course that it behooves the Catholicsto pursue. 

Perfectly convinced that the final and cordial settle- 
mentof this great question can alone give peace, har- 
mony, and prosperity to all classes of his majesty’s sub- 
jects inthis kingdom; I must acknowledge my disap- 
pointment on learning that there is no prospect of its 
heing effected during the present session cf parliament. 
I however, derive some consolation from observing that 
his grace is not wholly averse tothe measure; for if he 
ean be induced to promote it, he of all men, will have 
the greatest facility in carrying it into effect. 

It L am correct in this opinion, it is obviously most 
important that the duke of Wellington should be 
propitiated, that no obstacle that can by possibility be 
avoided should be thrown in his way; that all personal 
and offensive insinuations should be suppressed; and that 


ample allowance should be made for the difficulties of 


his situation. 

Difficult it certainly is; for he has to overcome the ve- 
ry strong prejudices and the interested motives of many 
persons of the highest influence, as well as to allay the 
real alarms of many of the most ignorant Protestants. 
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short time. First, because the thing is utterly impossi- 
ble; and next, because, ifthe thing were possible, I fear 
that advantage might be taken of the pause, by repre- 
senting it as a panic achieved by the late violent re-ac- 
tion, and by or ering | that, if the government at 
once and Bo gre ecided against concession, the 
Catholics would cease to agitate, and then all the mis- 
eries of the last years of Ireland will be to be reacted. 
What Idorecommend is, that the measure should 
not be a moment lost sight of—that anxiety should con- 
tinue to be manifested—that all constitutional (in con- 
tradiction to merely legal) means should be resorted 
to, to forward the cause; but that at the same time, the 
most patient forbearance, the most submissive obedience 
to the laws. should be inculeated; that no personal and of- 
fensive language should be held towards those who op- 
pose the claims. 
Personality offers no advantage, it effects no good, on 
the contrary, it offends, and confirms pre-disposed aver- 
sion. Let the Catholic trust to the justice of his cause— 
to the growing liberality of mankind, Unfortunately, 
he has lost some friends, and fortified his enemies, within 
six months, by unmeasured and unnecessary violence. 
He will soonest recover from the present stagnation of 
his fortunes by showing more temper, and by trusting 
to the legislature for redress, 
Brute foree, he should be sssured, ean effect nothing. 
It isthe legislature that must decide this great question; 
and my greatest anxiety is, that it should be met by the 
parliament under the most favorable cireumstances, ani 
that opposers of Catholic emancipation'shall be disarm- 
ed by the patient forbearance, as wellas by the unwea- 
ried perseverance, of its advocates, 
My warm anxiety to promote the general interests of 
this country is the motive that has induced me to give an 
upinion, and to offer adviee. I have the honor, &e. 
(Signed) ANGLESEA. 
To the most rev. Dr. Curtis, &e. 





EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 

Message from the president of the United States, with 
a report from the secretary of the navy, relative to 
the exploring expedition, &§c. made in compliance to a 
resolution of the senate. 

Washington, February 16, 1829. 

To the senate of the United States: 

In compliance with a resolution of the senate of the 
5th instant, requesting detailed statements of te ex- 
penses incurred, and of those which may be necessary 
for the expedition proposed, for exploring the Pacific 
ocean and Sonth seas; and also, of the several amounts 
transferred from the different heads of appropriation, for 
the support of the navy to this object; and the anthority 
by which such transfers have been made, I transmit here- 
with a report from the secretary of the navy, with doeu- 
ments, from which the senate will perceive that no such 
transfer has been made, ans! which contain the other in- 
formation desired by the resolution. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


Navy department, 13th February, 1829. 
To the president of the United States: 

Sir: Lhave had the honor to receive from yon, the re- 
solution of the senate of the 5th February, 1829, calling 
for a detailed statement of the expenses incurred in fit- 
ting out and preparing an expedition for exploring the 
Pacific ocean and South seas, together with the addition- 
al amounts which will be neces ry to cover all the cx- 
penses of such an expecition; and also, a detailed state- 
ment, showing the several amounts transferred from the 
different heads of appropriation for the support of tlre 
navy to this object; and the authority by which such trans- 
fers have been made, and respectfully present to you the 
following report, which contains the information called 
for, so far as it can be furnished by this department. 

The resolation embraces three objects: 

1. The expenses which have been incurred in fitting 
out and preparing the expedition. 

2. The additional amounts which will cover the future 
expenses of the expedition. 

3. The transfers from the different heads of appro- 





I differ from the opinion of the duke, that an attempt 
should be made to ‘*bury in oblivion’ the question for a 


priation for the support of the navy for this object, and 
the authority by which they have been made. 
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Previous to the date of the resolution, viz: on the 24th 
of January, 1829, a letter relating to this subject was re- 
ceived from the chairman of the naval committee of the 
senate, and on the 29th of January an answer was trans- 
mitted to him. Copies of these letters marked A. and 

- are annexed, as a part of thisreport. They contain 
a portion of the information called for, and are necessa- 
ry to explain certain parts of ix. 

1, Ot the expenses incurred. 

The paper C. hereto annexed, is a report from the 
commissioners of the navy, of the moneys expended in 
the repairs of the Peacock, This report was called for, 
before the letter to the chairman was written, but was not 
received until the 7th instant. [t was impracticable, be- 
fore that day, for the commissioners to procure the ac- 
> from New York, to enable them to answer the 
. By this paper C. the expenses of repairing the Pea- 
cock are stated at $64,729 55. Deducting the sum of 
$4,008, mentioned by the commissioners, on account of 
the guns and gun-carriages, the actual cost will be 
$60,721 55. It will also be perceived, thatthe only ex- 
penditure, in addition tothe ordinary repairs of the ves- 
sel, has been in making a temporary spar deck. This 
was designed to add much comfort to the accommoda- 
tions, and his cost $1,943 24, which is the only sum that 
ean be justly charged to the expedition. 

The resolution of the house of representatives was 
passed on the 21lst May last, and directed one of our 
small public vessels ‘‘to be sent to the Pacific ocean and 
South seas, &c.”” The Peacock was selected for this ob- 
ject, because it came within the deseription of the reso- 
lution, and was better fitted for that service than any other 
vessel in the navy. ‘The schooners, from their size and 
construction, were not adapted to it. The surveys could 
not have been performed inthem. The comfort of those 
sent would have been sacrificed, and their lives hazarded, 
if one of them had been selected. The new slovps of 
war are too large, and in other respects unfit, and they 
would have been more expensive. 

At the time of the passage of this resolution of the 
house, and also, of the passage of the appropriation law 
forthe support of the navy for the year 1828, the Pea- 
cock lay in ordinary at New York, and was embraced in 
the estimates for the year, both for repairs and as a ves- 
se] in commission fur cruizing. In the annual report 
from this department, dated Ist December, 1827, she 
was described in the following words: “Will require 
new sails and considerable repairs in her hull, and stand- 
ing and running rigging ” (Report of commissioners, 
A, page 254.) In the estimate, and in the appropriation 
bill, there was an item including the repairs, in the fol- 
lowing words; ‘‘For repairs of vesse!s in ordinary, and 
for wear and tear of vessels in commission, one hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars. ” 

The repairs of this vessel were thus authorised by 
congress, and would have been made without reference 
to the expedition. When she was selected for it, they 
were ordered to be completed with all practicable des- 
patel, that she might be ready at the proper time to enter 
on the enterprise. The expense of them has been, or 
will be charged to,and paid out of the sum of $475,000 
before mentioned, as provided by congress for these and 
other repairs. 

Annexed to the same report of Ist December, 1827, 
there was an estimate for the vessels in commission, du- 
ring the year 1828. in this estimate, eight sloops of war 
of the first class, and t!wee sloops of war of the second 
class, are provided for, (Report of commissioners, B. 
page 236.) ‘Ihe Peacock was one of the three. It was 


intended, as soon as her repairs would permit, to sénd | fitably without as with it. 
her ona cruising station. No station was designated at | 


that time, nor any special service pointed out for her. 
Without the resolution of the house, the department was 
authorised, under this law, to prepare and put her in 
commission, and would have so done by ordering to her 
s full complement of officers, enlisting for her a full 
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It may be added, that the delay in preparing the ex- 
pedition since her repairs were completed, has thus far 
occasioned some saving of expense, which would have 
been incurred if the seamen had been promptly enlisted, 
and the vessel sent on other service. It was the 
of the department to be cautious in enlisting those who 
should be fitted by character and experience for sueh an 
enterprise, and not to create an unnecessary waste of 
money by procuring and paying them until their services 
shouki be required. 

A part of them only are yet enlisted; but officers are 
now employed at the proper places, and the whole will 
probably be enlisted in a few days. 

In ordering the officers, care was taken to select such 
as were believed to be not only good seamen and naviga- 
tors, but also distinguished for enterprise and science. 
The design was to make the expedition, (whatever might 
be the number of vessels sent), as far as practicable, re- 
dound to the honor of our navy. To accomplish this 
design, it was necessary that the officers should not only 
be able to navigate the vessel, but to superintend and exe- 
cute the surveys and examinations of the islands, har- 
bors, &c. as directed by the resolution of the house, and 
partake in a)! the scientific researches. It is believed that 
those selected will be competent to do this, and the ex- 
pedition will be arranged with that view; so that, by the 
faithful and skilful discharge of their duties, their repu- 
tation, individually and collectively will be promoted, 

These officers oe been ordered to hold themselves 
in readiness for this service, but no additional expense has 
thereby been created. They receive now precisely what 
they received before the orders were given, and what they 
would have continued to receive if these orders had not 
been given, 

The preceding remarks, respecting the Peacock and 
her officers and seamen, with the explanations contained 
in the letter to the chairman, (B) exhibit the action of 
the department, under the resolution of the house, and 
explain statements D and E annexed to this report. They 
are deemed necessary, to show that there is no omission 
in those statements, of the expenses incurred on these 
points.—If the Peacock, from any cause, should not go 
on the expedition, she will be ready, under the require- 
ments of law, and the ordinary arrangements of the ser- 
vice, to sail on any other cruise, without extra expendi- 
tures. 

The second item in paper D, is the cost of employin 


\an agent to obtain information of the present state o 


knowledge, respecting the objects to be examined. This 
information can only be procured from those concerned in 
the navigation of the Pacific and South seas; (for none 
others possessed it); and principally from conversations, 
log-bouks, and journals. The agent was engaged for 





\to receive $1,116 00. 


| compensations. 








| dangers for which he will be Rye 
crew, and preparing provisons, stores, armament, &c. | him to be more expeditious in 


several weeks, and allowing to him for his time, ex- 
penses, and labor, what is usually paid to persons ex- 
amining land offices, and performing other duties of a like 
kind, which are temporary in their natare he was entitled 
The service performed by him 
required not less intelligence, zeal, and industry, than 
those usually entrusted to agents who received per diem 
His duties were zealously and skilfully 
discharged; bis expenses in procuring assistance, ob- 
taining copies of journals, condensing and arranging the 
results of his inquiries, were large; and his report em- 
bodies a mass of information valuable to the department 
and indispensable to the prompt and safe conduct of the 
expedition. The commanding officer, though highly in- 
telligent and well informed, could not have acquired this 
knowledge in any mode, except that which was pursued; 
and he could not have conducted the expedition as pro- 
A copy of a part of the re- 
port will be given to him before he sails; and by appris- 
ing him of the probable, but not well ascertained, situa- 
tion of about two hundred islands and reefs, which he 
could learn neither from books nor charts, will assist 
in guiding his movements, and apprise him of many 
It will enable 
iis Operations, and to ac- 


The only eflect of the resolution, so far as the Peacock is | complish much more within a given period. It is believ- 
concerned, was to change her destination from one eruise | ed that the employment of this agent was both economi- 


to another, and that without any additional expense on 


eal and prodent, and will shorten the labors of the ex- 


these points. For this change, the resolution was regard- | pedition, and be one means of guarding it against the ha- 


ed as very ample authority. 


i zards which it has to encounter. 
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If it shall be the will of congress that the expedition 
Stajl not sail, the information in this report ought to be 
pu for the benefit of our seafaring people, who may 
thereb; be aided in avoiding perils, in which so great an 
amount sf property and human life bas perished. 

The co&pensation to the agent has been taken from the 
item of appropriation of $5,000, in the law of 19th 
March, 1828, for contingent expenses for objects not 
therein betore enumerated.” The preceeding item in that 
bill enumerates the ordinary contingent and ancertain 
expenses whith occur in the naval service. ‘This item 
has always been undersood as intended to provide for 
those contingencies which do not ordinarily oceur, and 
for those setvices which it & the duty of the department 
to direct, and which are not embraced in the enumeration. 
Under the resolution of the house, this agency was be- 
lieved to be liarly of this character, and no hesitation 
was felt in directing payrhent for it out of that fund. 

A copy of the letter of appointment to the agent, Mr. 
Reynolds, is added, paper F. His account has been set- 
tled since the letter tu the chairman, B, was written, and 
amounts to something more than was then estimated. 

The next item in paper D, is an estimate of the cost of 
the mathematical and astronomical instruments. It is a 
mere estimate, which, in many ences, ic a mere grees, 
and may be below the actual amount. A statement has 
been called for, from the officer entrusted with the pur- 
chase and preparation of them, and when it is received, 
a list in detail of the instruments and their prices, shall be 
laid before you. It is not supposed necessary to delay 
this report for that purpose 


The appropriation law, before referred to, provided for 
the i of “books, maps, charts, nautical and mathe- 
matical instruments, chronometers, models and draw- 
ings,”? and appropriated, for these and other enumerated 
objects, two hundred and forty thousand dollars, for the 
year 1828. Purchases for all the vessels in commission, 
and for the shore stations, are almost daily made of such 
articles, under the authority of this law. In Biving the 
orders for the purchase of these instruments, the depart- 
ment regarded the Peacock as a vessel in commission, by 
express sanction of law The resolution of the house, 
as an instruction where it should be employed; that the 
appropriation for instruments, as authority to provide such 
as might be required by the service which it had to per- 
form. 

Lists of books, charts and maps, have also been pre- 
pared, and directions given to find and be ready to pur- 
chase them, when they should be called for. They are 
not numerous nor very costly. Most of those which will 
be necessary on the expedition, have before been pur- 
chased and placed at the navy yards, for the use of our 
vessels, ia commission. It is believed that no expense 
has yet been incurred on this point. 

It may be proper to add, that the instruments, charts, 
books and maps, which have been, or will be purchased, 
are not useful for this expedition alone; but are valuable 
and necessary for the service generally. They would 
probably, within a short time, have been purchased for, 
and used in the various operations of the navy, if the ex- 
pedition had not been contemplated. The public treasury 
will -uffer no loss by them. 


The letter to the chairman (B) states that orders have 
been given to prepare certain provisions, suited to the 
nature of the service. Itis not known that any expense 
has vet been incurred for them, nor can I furnish a detail- 
ed statement of what they will cost. In paper E there 
is an estimate for them, among the items of expense yet 
to be incurred. They are regarded as a part of the pro- 
visions of the vessel on her cruise, and the authority for 
providing them is found in the fact before stated, that the 
Peacock is a vessel in commission, which the house of 
representatives desired should be sent on a special ser- 
vice; and that they form a necessary part of the provisions 
of the officers and men on that service 

No other expenditure is recollected. Paper D is, there- 
fore, presented to you, as a statement, in detail, of all the 
expense which has been incurred; and although much 
Jabor has been performed at the department, and many 
arrangements made, preparatory to the ssiling of the ex- 
pedition, yct no act has been done, nor has any contract 
Seen entered into, which can create an addition to it, if 


congress should reverse the decision of the house of re« 
presentatives, and prohibit the department from despatch 
ing the Peacock on this particular service. — 

On the preceding statement and explanations, I have to 
report to you, that no expense has been inearred, which 
was not fully aathorized by law. 

2. Of the *tadditional amounts which will be necessary 
to cover all the expenses of the expedition.” Paper E, 
hereto annexed. is an estimate of the expense of fitting 
out the Peacock alone. 

Paper G, an estimate of the expense of fitting out two 
vessels and a store-ship. 

These estimates are made in this torm, because the exe 
pense of preparing and sending out the expedition, has, 
heretofore, been the subject of inquiry; and that on which 
the opinion of the department was expressed to the come 
mittee of the house of representatives, who originally 
reported the bill, for which object the de ent has 
supposed the appropriation was designed, and for it the 
sum im the bill is still believed to be sufficient, even in the 
enlarged form which is recommended in the letter to the 
chairman. (B.) 

It is not easy to make an estimate which may be dee 
pended on, of the final cost of the expedition. One is 
attciopted, however, in papers H IK. They shew the 
annual expense of supporting each of the vessels, with 
the annual cost of the persons, other than naval officers, 
who may be employed.—On the latter point, the estimate 
is believed to be large, as it is also for contingencies, 

It will be pereeived, that the annual expense of sup- 
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orting the Peacock is not included in papers E and G, 
t is omitted, because that vessel has been, for several 
years, embraced in the estimates and appropriations, as 
one of the vessels in commission, and employed at sea. 
It is also in those ot the present year; and unless a change 
of legislative opmion takes place, will be in those of 
sequent years. But, in order that this expense may be 
ang itbe deemed proper to do so, it is furnished in 
paper I. 

The statements in paper K, exhibit the cost of the exe 
pedition for two years, it it be regulated by the resolu 
tion of the house; and also, what it will cost in the form 
recommended in the letter to the chairman, (B.) It is 
not perceived how, under correct and economical ma- 
nagement and control, the Peacock for two years, with 
every necessary and proper oetfit, both material and pers 
sonal, and with full allowance tur wear and tear, books, 
instruments, &c. Kc. can cost more than $108,567 21— 
nor how the three vessels, under like management, and 
with equal preparation, can exceed $204,344 71. Whee 
ther the Peacock, on this service, can render more es- 
sential benefits to our commercial and other interests, 
than if employed elsewhere, is a question not embraced 
by the resolution, which you have transmitted. It may 
be proper, however, to remark, that if the view taken at 
the department be correct, the present aspect of our ree 
lations and interests, in all places where our vessels in 
commission are eruising, seems to justify the confident 
belief that -he cannot be more useful any where than she 
would be on this expedition. ‘There has not been a time 
at which she could be better withdrawn from her ordi- 
nary duties, and devoted to an enterprise, the first sug- 
gestion of which is, I believe, to be found in the recom- 
mendation in your message to congress, on the 6th De- 
cember, 1825, and which has been an object of constant 
and anxious solicitude, both with the executive and a 
large part of the nation, since that period. 

For some of the reasons which mfiuenced the d - 
ment to recommend an enlargement of the expedition, 
the expense of which is exhibited in statement three, of 
paper K, I respectfully refer to the annual re of 24th 
November, 1828, and to the letter to the chairman, (B. 

Two vessels seem indispensable, to avoid delay an 
ensure safety and success. The scientific persons men- 
tioned, are alike indispensable, in the profitable results 
desired, in the branches of science to which their at- 
tention will be directed. It is no reproach to our naval 
officers, to affirm, that they cannot, in those branches, 
make the investigations and furnish the lights, which 
would do most credit to the enterprise. They are not 
profound astronomers, nor are they skilfal naturalists,— 
Their employments forbid that they should be either. 
In their own profession, and in what relates essentially tp 
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the di e of its duties, they neither now have, nor 
haye they ever had, their superiors. And the expedi- 
tion may be so arranged, as to give to those of them who 
partake in it, all the duties which they can desire, and all 
that haye ever been satisfactorily pertormed by men of 
their profession: and at the same time, to dispose of the 
corps in such manner, that their duties may be 

, and neither deprive the other of their appro- 
iate credit, ‘The department is aware of the jealousies 
on this subject, which have existed in expeditions fitted 
out by other governments, and of the unpleasant conse- 
quences,—consequences against which this ought to be 
ed. ‘The obvious and inevitable effect of assigning 

to naval officers duties which they are not qualified to 

rform, has been, and must forever continue to be, a 
failure in useful cesults. ‘The uniform history of expe- 
ditions in all nations, establishes this fact; while too 
much has been sought for them, all has been lost to them. 
There is, however, no real difficulty on this subject, nor 
will any be found in this expedition. The commanding 
officer will direct and control the movements of al! un- 
der his command and in his vessel; to him will the re- 
ports of their labors be mace; and through him will the 
results be known to the government and nation. He 
will have a responsibility sufficiently weighty, and claims 
on his intelligence which will prevent bis attention to the 
more minute inquiries on each subject; but which, if ably 
answered, will ensure him all the honor and reputation, 
which can be acquired for his rank and station in such an 
enterprise. ‘The inferior officers will be directed by him 
to superintend the surveys, and make the charts and 
dratts which are called tor by the resolution of the house, 
and the citizens who are intended to aid in this labor will 
be subject to his and their direction. The commercial 
agent, astronomer and naturalist, will perform their ap- 
propriate duties, without interference with those of others, 
and the commanding officer will be too discreet to inter- 
fere injuriously with them. The division of labor will 
expedite and perfect whatever is done, while a compli- 
cation of duties, in any one man, would create confusion, 
and render failure inevitable. In the reporis of the go- 
vernment, the labors of each, and the merits of each, will 
be manifested. 

Much, almost every thing, will depend on the temper 
of the persons employed, and on each remaining within his 
proper sphere; and it is hoped the selections will be sueh 
as to ensure concord, and especially that no arrangement 
of duties will be made, and no orders given, which will 
tend to lessen the just pride and the deserved honor of the 
navy, in which every patriotfeels a deep and enduring 
interest. 

3. Of the *‘amounts transferred from different heads 
of appropriation, and the authority therefor.” 

There is bat one authority under the laws which can 
direct a transfer from one appropriation to another—and 
that is the president of the United States. ‘The secretary 
of the navy has requested from him no transfer on this 
subject—nene has been granted by hm—and none has 
been made. All the expenditures have taken place in 
the manner explained in this report, under the express 
sanction of the law; and if error has been committed, it 
has resulted from a misconstruction of its meaning—a 
misconstruction which has prevailed in the department 
for many years. . 

This report, (with the annexed papers), which has 
been delayed since Monday last by severe indisposition, 
is now respectiully submitted to your consideration. 

Very respectially, &c. 
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD. 

[The following letters, marked A and B, were annexed, 
as a part of the above rege, 


Senate chamber, 22nd January, 1829. 
Sir,—By direction of the naval committee of the senate, 
to whom was referred your report of the 27th Novem- 
ber last, and also a bill trom the house of representatives, 
“to provide for an exploring expedition to the Pacific 
ocean and South seas,” | have to ask for information on 

the following points, viz: ae 
What expense has been incurred, under the direction 
of the navy department, in preparing the expedition, and 
what additional amount will be necessary to carry the con- 





—— 


templated object into effect? Under this head, the com- 
mittce desire to have a statement of the several amou*ts 
expended on the different objects connected with thecon- 
templated expedition, such as the building and pepara- 
tion of the ship to be employed; the number, nx, and 
compensation of the officers and agents who 4ave been, 
or are intended to be, employed in the exy<dition, with 
the names of such as may not belong to the navy, and the 
duty which they are severally expected to perform. 

In deciding on the expediency of te contemplated ex- 
pedition, it seems to the committce necessary that they 
should be informed of its precise objects. The commit- 
tee, therefore request the vievs of the department rela- 
tive to this subject. It is desirable to know whether it is 
in the contemplation of the navy department merely to 
send out surveyors, or other scientific persons, to exam- 
me any known ‘‘coasts, islands, harbors, shoals, and 
reefs. in order to ascertain their true situation and de- 
scription,” or whether the ‘‘Pacific ocean and South seas”’ 
are to be ‘‘explored” with a view to the discovery of un- 
known regions. And in either case, the committee would 
be glad to learn the views of the department as to the par- 
ticular object to which the expedition is, in the first in- 
stance, to be directed; and whether the contemplated ob- 
iects will probably be attained in the course of a single 
expedition, Any mformation it may be in the power of 
the department to offer upon these points, or on any other 
connected with the subject, will be acceptable. 

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

ROBERT Y. HAYNE, chairman. 
Hon. Samuel L. Southard, secretary of the navy. 
B. 
Navy depariment, January 29th, 1829. 

Sir,—It is, probably, the simplest mode in which I can 
answer the inquiries of your letter of the 22d instant, to 
State, 

1. The views of the department in relation to the ex- 
ploring expedition. 

2. What has been done to prepare for the execution of it. 

3. The expense which has been incurred, 

4. The expense which will probably be incurred. 

5. The time which will be required to accomplish the 
objects proposed. 

These five points, it is believed, will embrace answers 
to aH your inquiries. 

1. The ‘‘precise object” of the expedition is pointed 
out by the resolution of the house of representatives of 
2ist May, 1828, and is described in the following words: 
‘*to examine the coasts, islands, harbors, shoals, and reefs 
in those seas, and to ascertain their true situation and de- 
scription.” This has always been regarded by the depart- 
ment as the object to which all its orders and preparations 
were to be directed, and to which they have been uniform- 
ly and steadily directed. The resolution of the house 
was regarded, both as the command which was to be 
obeyed, and the authority which would justify the expen- 
diture of the money which might be found necessary to 
comply with its terms. 

In making the examinations required by the resolution, 
it will necessarily happen that *‘coasts, islands,” &e. both 
“known” and “unknown” will fall under observation, 
and the orders would be to examine doth, as thorough!y 
as circumstances would permit. 

Our best charts and geographical works are extremely 
defective as to that region of the globe. Very little is 
accurately known about it. Very few islands, compared 
with the whole number which exist there, appear upon 
the charts, and the locations of the few which do appear, 
are, in most instances, incorrect. 

It is well understood, from the experience of those of 
our citizens who are engaged in whaling and other pur- 
suits in the Pacific, that there are probably, in the south- 
ern portion of it, not less than two hundred islands, reefs, 
and shoals, which do not appear upon any chart. The 
situation of these is not known to many; and, perhaps, 
with strict accuracy as to Jatitude and longitude, to none. 
Hence all our vessels which sail there sail in constant and 
imminent peril, and an immense destruction of lives and 
property is the consequence. To discover the true ‘‘situ- 
ation and deseription of all these, as well as those /etter 
known,” is supposed to have been the object of the re- 
solution. 
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It is not necessary, in answer to an inquiry from the 
naval committee of the senate, to detail the extent of our 
commercial interests in the Pacific, the manner in which 
they are prosecuted, nor their dangers and losses. To 
protect and promote them, by acquiring correct informa- 
tion, which would render. their prosecution more safe, 


_-and their extension more easy, would be the effect of ex- 


ecuting skilfully the purpose of the resolution. 

In executing the resolution, if no further direction 
should be given by congress, and no appropriation made, 
it was the intention of the department to send out one 
vessel only, the Peacock, which is one of the smallest 
sloops of war, with proper instructions to make che ex- 
aminations called for. In this vesse} would be sent skilful 
naval officers with an astronomer, selected either from 
among the officers, or among the citizens, with proper 
books and instruments, to fix by accurate observation, the 
true sitaation of the islands, &«. to be examined. The 
naval officers would be directed to perform in the best 
manner in their power, the surveys, drafts, &c. which 
might be required. 


In the instructions, directions would be given to pro- 
cure information of the present state of our commerce, 


the difficulties and dangers to which it is subjected, with 
the best means of protecting and cularging it, and any 


other information which might fll in their way, and which 
would be profitable to the nation. 

These would necessarily limit the duties to be perform- 
ed in a single vessel, but in performing these there would 
be great delay and huzard, and the result would be much 
less satisfactory than is to be desired. ‘To avoid these 
necessary and inevitable consequences of sending a single 
vessel, the department extended its ‘‘views” turther, and 
desiring to make the expedition useful, as well as safe to 
those engaged in it, an anxiety was felt that congress 
should, by sufficient appropriations, permit the following 
plan to be adopted. . 

That a smaller, but well appointed vessel should be 
added to the Peacock, for the purposes of the examina- 
tion, and a provision ship to carry provisions, &c. to them, 
and enable them to prosecute their labors at all times and 
without the interruption which would arise from leaving 
their employments to seek them, that the following per- 
sons should be added to the naval officers: 

1. A person to examine and report upon the present 
state of our commerce, and the means of its extension 
and improvement in that region. 

2. An astronomer, whose observations should not only 
fix accurately the positions of all places examined, but 
who should bring home invaluable results of observations 
and experiments, in every thing connected with his branch 
of science, and present them in such form as would de- 
mand the assent of scientific men every where. ‘To him 
the naval officers would be assistants, and furnish all ne- 
cessary aid, 

3. A naturalist, with one or two assistants, and one or 
two good draftsmen and surveyors. ‘hese five or six 
persons would be all that would be required, in addition 
to the officers of the vessels. 

Should it be the will of congress to pass an appropria- 
tion bill for this object, andthe expedition should be fit- 
ted out in a proper manner, no doubt is entertained that 
great good would result to our commerce, and the expe- 
dition be found to yield, in the end, a most profitable re- 
turn to the nation, for the exenditure made. While seek- 
ing this result, it could not fail to be both gratifying and 


useful to make an extensive addition to our knowledge of 


the globe we inhabit, and to other useful and valuable 
branches of science, an addition to our stock of informa- 
tion, acquired almost without cost, and certainly without 
the slightest neglect of our commercial interests. The 
instructions would be so guarded, as to secure attention 
inthe first place, to the objects of the resolution, and 
other matters to be made subservient to them. 


I do not know whether your inquiry, as to the inten- 
tion to attempt a “discovery of unknown regions” may 
be designed to call for an expression of the views of the 
department in reference to sending the expedition as far 
as practicable towards the pole. On that point it may be 
answered, that the exammations both of the known and 
unknown islands, &c. will be, in part, in high southern 
latitudes, and the instructions would naturally and ne- 
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cessarily be to find and describe all which exists there, 
and as far to the south as cireumstances would permit 
them safely and prudently to go. But they would be li- 
mited on this point, as well as others by the object of the 
resolution itself, and would be directed to avoid with 
care the difficulty which has so often oceurred to explor- 
ing expeditions, of being closed up in ice, and remain- 
ing from that cause stationary for several weeks or 
months. Enough would be tound for them to do in the 
milder latitudes during the winter months. 

2nd. What has been done? 

Orders were given to repair the Peacock for the expe- 
dition, and these repairs have been made. 

Officers have been ordered to hold themselves in rea- 
diness, sufficient in number and skill for the vessel and 
the object. 

Orders have been given to enlist seamen, of middle 
age and good character, and an officer has been sent to 
Nantucket and New Bedford, to enlist a few who are ac- 
customed to whaling and other employments in the Pa- 
cific 

Directions have been given to prepare such mathema- 
tical and astronomical instruments and books as would 
be required. 

The proper officer has been ordered to prepare such 
provisions, &c. as will be required in addition to the ordi- 
nary provisions. 

An agent has been sent to procure the best and safest 
information, respecting the object mentioned in the reso- 
lution, from our fellow citizens in the east, who have had 
most experience in the navigation of the Pacific. 

An arrangement for a second vessel has been made in 
the manner and to the effect described in the annual re- 
port to the president. 

Correspondence, to a large extent, has been held with 
scientific men, to precure the best practicable guides in 
selecting persons to be attached to the expedition, and in 
preparing instructions, should congress permit two ves- 
seis to be sent. Arrangements have been made, on all 
the important points; which have however created no 
expense, and are altogether dependent on the decision of 
congress. 

No appointments in the proposed scientific corps have 
been made, but the individuals who will be selected, hold 
themselves in readiness, should their appointment be 
permitted. 

‘The department is ready to organize the whole expe- 
dition, the moment the legislative decision is known. 

3rd. The expense incurred? 

The repairs of the Peacock. Whatthese will amount 
to is not yet ascertained, because the accounts have not 
been rendered and settled. 

Directions have been given to prepare them, and if they 
ean be procured in time will be transmitted to the com- 
mittee. A very small portion of them will, however, be 
chargeable to the expedition. 

The Peacock was very much decayed, and could not 
have been sent to sea without thorough repairs. The 
expense of these is properly chargeable to the ordinary 
head of repairs of the navy. Very little has been added 
to the vessel for the purposes of this expedition, and 
nothing which will be injurious in her future service in 
the navy. 

The expense of sending the agent to the east, which 
has not yet been settled, but which will amount probably 
to between 500 and $1,000. 

The expense of the mathematical books, instruments, 
and charts, which will amount probably to about $2,000; 
but the greater part of the purchases will be useful and 
necessary to the navy, in its ordinary operations, and will 
be charged to contingent, under the head of instruments. 

No other expense is at this moment recollected. 

The orders of the officers have created none, and, 
should even the decision of the house of representatives 
be reversed, and the Peacock itself not be sent, what- 
ever else has been done, will be useful in the regular ope- 
rations of the navy. 

The number and grade of the officers who hold them- 
selves in readiness, and will go in the Peacock, are the 
same as on other service. 

4th. The expense to be ineurred? 

ist. If the Peacock only be sent, the expense of that 





vessel will not be much greater than it would be if em- 
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Ae in -_ ordinary cruise; the pay of the officers will 
received by them, whether engaged in this expedition, 
on leave of absence,’or sume other duty. The only ad- 
ditional cost to the government, will be in the books and 
instruments, in some extra provisions, and in paying an 
astronomer, should one be added It is not to be doubt- 
ed that the cost of sunporting a vessel in that ocean, and 

d in such pursuits, may be somewhat greater than 
if she were cruising on a cheap station near home; but 
the augmentation will not be large, and cannot be accu 
rately estimated. 

If the Peacock be not sent, she will doubtless be order- 
ed on sume other service connected with the protection 
of our commercial and other interests; and hence the 
difference to the government, as to expense, will be vers 
small. Ido not send an estimate of the annual support 
of such a vessel at sea, because it has heretofore been 
ee communicated to congress. 

. If another small vessel be sent, it will be officered 
and manned in the usual mode, and the expense that 
which is common to vessels of her size. 

3d. {f the expedition be prepared, in all respects, in 
conformity to the views prt wishes of the department 
there will be added the cost and expense of the provision 
ship, an estimate of which is not sent, because the price 
has not been ascertained. The whole expense of such a 
vessel, at a safe calculation, will fall short of $15,000. 
Like the others, she will be under the command of naval 
officers, who may, at times, be able to au in the work of 
the expedition. 

4th. The pay of five or six persons, who will be chosen 
from civil life, and whose average compensation may be 
estimated at about $1,600, sume being considerably more 
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it take to examine them; and, as it is believed that these 
are very numerous, it would be uncandid to pretend that 
a short period would be sufficient. 

But there is a consideration connected with this view, 
which relieves it from some of its objections; the neces- 
sity tor the expedition is in exact proportion to the extent 
of cexamimations to he made, and to our ignorance of the 
objects to be examined. 

it is believed that two or three years, steadily employ- 
ed, would accomplish most of the “objects of the reso- 
ution.” I am, very respectfully, &c. 

SAML. L. SOUTHARD, 
Hon. Ropert Y. Harneg, 
Chairman of the naval committee, senate, 





TWENTIETH CONGRESS—2d SESSION. 
SENATE, 

February 19. After reading the journal of yesterday, 
the senate proceeded, agreeably to the special order of 
the day, to an election for a printer to execute the senate 
work for the next congress. The whole number of votes 
given in was 40—necessary to a choice 21; of which Duff 
Green had 24, and Gales and Seaton 16: Whereupon, 
Duff Green was declared to be duly elected. 

Mr. Benton presented several memorials, &e. of the 
legislature of Missouri, among them certain resolutions 
on the expediency of amending the constitution so that 
the election of president may be made directly by the 
people, without any intervening agency. 

The chair communicated the credentials of George MM. 
Bibb, elected a senator of the United States for the state 
of Kentucky, for six years from the 4th day of March 
next; which was laid on the table. 





and others less than that sum. 

5th. About two or three thousand dollars for books 
and mstruments for their use. 

The sum of $50,000, mentioned in the bill, which has 
passed the house of representatives, will be sufficient to 


enable the department to fit out the expedition in a satis- | 


factory manner; and therm will be no further expense in- 
curred, except the support of the vessels in subsequent 
years. Unless, indeed, it shall be the will of congress, 


as 1 do not doubt that it will, to make some small acldi- | 


tions to the pay of those employed, when they return, 
should their services and sufferings have |.een severe, and 
the expedition honorable and profitable in its result to 
the nation; an issue confidently anticipated by its f iends. 

Sth. The time required to accomplish the object? 

This must depend on two circumst:nces: 

1. The extent of the surveys to be made. 

2. The number of vessels employed, 

If it be required to fix the true situation and description 
of all the coasts, islands &e. in the Pacific and South 
sea, i} cannot be accomplished withm several years: cer- 
tainly not within the period durmg which one expedition 
ought to be absent. But a very large, and much the 
most important portion of the Southern Pacifie, (into 
which our enterprising fellow citizens go, in pursuit of 
commercial objects, and which is least correctl) known 
and laid down on our charts, and therefore most import- 
ant to be examined), may be thoroughly explored within 
two or three years, which is the proper period for an ex- 
peilition to be absent, and thst to which the present one 
would be limited by the department Whether another 
should be sent out after its return, will depend upon the 
results of this, and may well be left to the future for de- 
cision. 

If one vessel be sent alone, it will not be able to accem- 
plish all that could be desired. If two be sent, and they 
are so provided that they may be constantly engaged in 
the higher iatitudes, when the season will permit, and in 
the lower latitudes, when driven back from the higher, 
it is believed that accurate charts may be made of many 
degrees ot latitude, within two years and a halt, and all 
scientific objects connected with the expedition, be satis- 
factorily advanced. It is not to be doubted that the two 
vessels will pertorm more than double the amount of ac- 


tual surveys which could be made by one, independeat of 


all considerations connected with matters of serence. 

You will perceive that, upon this pomt of time, no 
convincing speculation can be presented; st must be m ex- 
act proportion to the labor to be performed. The more 
eoasts, islands, &c. there are to examine, the longer will 





The chair communicated a letter from the secretary 
_ of the treasury, transmitting statements, prepared in obe- 
dience to the act of the 10th February, 1820, ‘to provide 
' for obtaming accurate statements of the foreign commerce 
of the United States;” when, 
On motion of Mr, Sanford, 
It was ordered that one thousand additional copies of 
the said document be printed for the use of the sen- 
| ate. 
The chair also communicated another letter from 
the seeretary of the treasury, transmitting an abstract 
of the official emoluments and expenditures of the of- 
_ficers of the customs for the year 1828, who have made 
their returns to the treasury department; which was 
‘read. [A similar communication was received by the 
house. 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported a bill authorizing the secretary of the trea- 
sury to subseribe for 2,500 shares in the stock of the S. 
Carolina rail road and canal company; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading. 

Bills of the following titles were read the third time, 
and passed: 

‘To revive and continue in force the several acts make 
ing provision tor the extinguishment of the debt due to 
the United States by the purchasers of the public lands;” 
‘for the relief of Payson Perrin;” ‘‘for the relief of Au- 
gustus Aspinwall,” and ‘for the relief of Robert L. Ken- 
non;”’ the two first of which were sent to the other house 
for concurrence. 

Several private bills having been ordered to be engross- 
ed, and a number received from the house referred to 
appropriate committees, 

The bill *‘for the preservation and repair of the Cum- 


and passed to a second readmg. 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the senate proceeded a- 
gain to the consideration of executive business; and sat 
with closed doors until half past 4 o’clock, when they 
adjourned. 

February 20. The chair submitted a letter frem the 
postmaster general, transmitting a list of the contracts for 
the year 1828. 

Mr. Ruggles, from the committee on claims reported 
the bill for the relief of the mayor and city council of Bal- 
timore; and the bill authorizing the treasury department 
to pay to the state of Pennsy!vania a debt due to that state, 
severally without amendment. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, from the committee on finance, 
to which was referred certain resolutions on the 12th of 

















berland road,” which passed the house to-day, was read 
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January last, in relation to the sinking fund and the a 
lic debt, made a report thereon, which was not read; and, 
on motion 

One thousand extra copies of the report were ordered 
to be printed. On the motion to print, Mr Mc Lane, 
said that, to the conclusion of the report in the first reso- | 
Jution to which it related, he dissented from a majority | 
of the committee. The report in regard to the other) 
resolutions, independent of its reasoning and the groun: 
on which the conclusions were predicated, had his as-| 
sent. 

Other business of a minor character, was transacted 
when the senate went into the consideration of executive 
business, and at 4 o’clock adjourned to Monday. 

February 23. The chair communicated the following 
message from the president of the United States; which 
was read: 

To the senate of the United States: 

Washington, 20th Feb. 1829. 

I transmit to the senate a report from the secretary of 
the treasury, with documents prepared in pursuance of 
their resolation of the 31st of December last, and shew- 
ing the amount of expenses incurred in the survey, sale 
and management of the public land, for the year 1827. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Mr. Benton moved the printing of the message and 
documents; which was carried: and he then moved the 
following resolution, which was amended on motion‘of 
Mr. Foot, by striking out the words, ‘tin further compli- 
ance with the senate’s resolution of the 31st of Decem- 
ber last,”? and adopted by unanimous consent. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States, in 

} the senate’s resolution of the 31st 
of May last, be requested to cause to be communicated 
to the senate a statement of the expenses of the general 
land office, for the year 1827. 

The chair also communicated the following message | 
from the president of the United States; which was read: | 

To the senate of the United Sta:es: 

Washington, 20th Feb. 1829. 

In compliance with a resolution of the senate, of the 
10th instant, requesting copies of correspondence and 
communications from 30th October, 1816, to 24th No- 
vember, 1817, received at the department of state, from 
the American commissioners under the fourth article of 
the treaty of Ghent, | transmit, herewith, a report trom 
the secretary of state, with the copies of pap: rs mention- 
ed in the resolution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

The chair also communicated a letter from the seere- 
tary of war, transmitting a report or survey made by the 
United States engineers, in pursuance of a resolution of 
congress, to ascertain the practicability of opening an out- 
let from Albemarle sound to the ocean, at or near the 
former site of the Roanoke inlet; and, also, the report 
made some years ago on the same subject; which, with 
the documents, was ordered to be print: d, and referred 
to the committee on commerce. 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, to whom was referred the bill, entitled, ‘tan act for 
the preservation and repair of the Cumberland road,” 
reported it without amendment. 

r. Hayne, from the commitiece on naval affairs, to 
whom was referred the bill from the house, providing for 
an exploring expedition to the Pacific ocean and South 
seas, made areport, as agreed upon ‘‘by a majority of 
that committee,” which was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 

[The report is very long, and is decidedly hostile to 
the expedition as at preset proposed; but recommends 
an exploration of the islands of the South seas, as origi- 
nally provided for by the resolution of the house of re- 

resentatives. The committee propose to amend the 
ill of the house as follows:} 
*‘Strike out the whole of the bill, after the word ‘au- 











thorised,’ and insert: 

{ Be it enacted, c. That the president of the United | 
States be, and he is hereby, authorise dj “to cause one of 
the public vessels of the United St ites, which nay at any | 
time compose a part of our equadron employed in the | 
Pacific ocean and South seas, to be detached, (whenever | 
the same can be done without mjury to the public ser-| 
vice) for the purpose of examining such coasts, islands, 
harbors, shoals, and reefs, in those seas, as may be in 





and near the usual track of our commerce, so as to ascer- 
tain their true situation and description. 

“And be it further enacted, That the president, by and 
wit!) the advice of the senate, be authorised to appoint two 
sek ntuific persons and two assistants, to be employed un- 
der the direction of the officers of the navy, in making 
the necessary observations, examinations, and surveys, 
connected with this subject; and that each of said seien- 
tific persons shall, while so employed, receive an annual 
salary of two thousand doilars, and two ations per day; 
and each of said assistants shall receive an annual salary 
of twelve hundred dollars and two rations per day. 

“And be it further enacied, That the sum of thou- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, for 
the purpose of carry ing this act into effect.” 

The senstc, on motion of Mr. Berricn, went into the 
consideration of executive business, and remained with 
closed doors jor nearly four hours. When the doors 
were opened, a number of appropriation bilis receiwed 
from the house, were severally twice read and referred, 
and then the senate adjourned, 

February 24. The senate was chiefly occupied to-day 
in discussing the bill authorising a further subscription 
($150,000) to the stock of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
canal, in which Messrs. Tazewell, Hendricks, JVodle, 
McLane, Websier, Benton and Kane. took part. The 
bill, atter ineffetnal motions to lay it on the table, recom- 
mit, &e. was finally ordered to be engrossed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Berton, Bouligny, 
Burnett, Chambers, Chase, Dudley, Eaton, Hendricks, 
Holmes, Johnson of Ky. Johnston of La. Kane, McKm- 
ley, McLane, Marks, Noble, Ridgely, Robbms, Rowan, 
Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith of Md. Thomas, Web- 
ster, Willey —23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Branch, Chandler, 
Foot, Hayne, Ivedell, Knight, Prince, Santord, Smith 
of S.C. Tazewell, White, Williams, Woodbury—15, 

The bills which passed the house of representatives 
yesterday, were receiwed; read twice and referred to 
their appropriate committees. The senate then «djourned, 

February 25. Mr. Woodtury, trom the committee on 
commerce, te whom were submitted a resolution on the 
subject of inquiri, into the expediency of appropriating 
a sum sufficient to make a ship channel from the Albe- 
marle sound to the Atlantic ocean, at or near Roanoke 
inlet, made a report accompanied by a resolution, that it 
was inexpedient to act upon the subject this session. 

A number ot bills received from the house of represen- 
tatives were reported without amendment. 

The bill making appropriations for continuing the road 
trom Detroit to Chicago, for completing and repawing 
piers, for the improvement of certain harbors, and for 
making exammations and surveys, was considered; and 
after an unsuccessful effort to strike out and to put in a 
separate bill, the items relating to internal improvements, 
the bill was laid on the table. Another bill embracin 
all those items was then reported, read twice and ordere 
to a third reading. The general appropriation bill was 
considered, amended and ordered to a third reading. — 
The bill for protecting the western frontier and of the 





' trade with Mexico from the Indians, was considered and 


ordered to a third reading. 

The bill to authorise the seizure and restoration of de- 
serters from the vessels of the Hanseatic republic, &c. 
was taken up for consideration, and amended so as to 
apply the provisions of the bill to any goyernment having 
a treaty with the United States for the restoration of de- 
serters, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Kune, the senate adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 19. Vie ¢ solution of Mr. Barrin- 
ger ou the subject of printing the documents of con- 
gress, Coming Up as the unfinisved business of yester- 
day, Mr. Mard, moved to amend it so asto limit the 
‘xpense to $30,000, but on Mr. Hamulion, chairman of 
he con onretrenchment, hav oe stated that a re- 
port wine) be was about to make on the p lob as printing 
would fbeew @reoat t+ tht onthe subject, the further cone 
skl-ration of it was postponed nati) Monday next. 

Mr. Hamilion, trom the committee of retrenchment, 
then made a report on the subject of the public printing, 
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accompanied with voluminous documents. He moved 
that the consideration of the report be postponed until 
Monday next, and that, in the mean while, it be printed. 
Mr. Whipple moved the printing of the documents, 
and supported the motion inashort speech. Mr. Lit- 
ile inquired whether the documents were referred to in 
the report, to which Mr. Hamilton replying in the neg- 
ative, the motion of Mr. Whipple was lost. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the res- 
olution offered by Mr. 1. Smyth, amendatory of the 
constitution. 

The question being on the amendment offered by Mr. 
J. C. Wright to the amendment offered by Mr. Condicé. 

Mr. Wright resumed his observations. He went on 
to argue in favor of a reduction of the term otf service of 
senators of the United States, trom six years to four.) 
Hie referred to the power which resided in the senate m 
eonseqdence of their participation in the appointing pow- 
er of the government; and expressed his belief that if we 
look back to the history of the country for imstances in 
which members of congress have been corrupted, we 
shall not find them in this house; but that we shall find 
that senators have been expelled for corruption, and tor 
endeavoring to subvert the laws of the country. Unless, 
therefore, we shut our eyes against the light of ae 
we shall endeavor tocarry reform into that body. By 
the abridgement of the term of service, we shall mtro- 
duce asymmetry into our government, which it now wants. 
He was about to refer to the resolutions of the state of 
Tennessee. 

Mr. Weems here called the gentleman from Ohio to 
order, for reading authorities in support of anamendment 
which he did not wish to prevail. The speaker decided 
that the gentleman from Ohio was in order. Mr. Weems 
then appealed from the decision of the chair, but with- 
drew his appeal. 


Mr. Wright then resumed. He read an extract trom 
the resolutions passed by the Jegislature of Tennessee in 
1815, recommending an abridgement of the senatorial 
term to four years. He expressed his determination to 
perform his duty in spite of the efforts of the stage drivers, 
whippers in and small fry of any party, in or out of the 
house. Here the speaker called the gentleman from 
Ohio, to order. Mr, Wright then recapitulated the al- 
leged causes of complaint on the part of the people, in 
reterence to the election of 1825; and asked if the gen- 
tlemun trom Virginia proposed to apply a remedy to the 
evils complained of. He did not regard the proposition 
us presenting a sufficient remedy ; and therefore, although 
he himself did not desire to seethe constitution amend- 
ed, yet if it was to be done, he would desire to have it 
done as effectually as possible. Ile disclaimed any in- 
tention to show Tutgitaes toany member of the floor; 
and would not follow the example of the gentleman 
from Virginia, by moving the previous question ip order 
to shutout all reply. He had laid the anonymous let- 
ters, which he had read, before the house, under a sense 
of duty. He asked that the question on his amendment 
may be taken separately, and by ayes and noes. 

‘he ayes and noes were then ordered. 


Mr. 4. Smyth then rose, and said be presumed it would 
not be necessary to go into the question of the authorship 
of certain letters. He then read the letters, and put the 
questions contained in them in the shape ofan argumeut 
to the house. Ithad been charged that it was an attempt 
to corrupt the house. **What (said he) is the nature of 
my bribes?” It was merely an appeal to the honorable 
ambition ofevery member. It wasmerely holding out 
the probability of honor to men some 30 or 40 years 
hence, when, according to the course of nature, he should 
be nolonger here. Ifthe could succeed in stirring up 
one man to a life of virtue, he should not have lived in 
vain. If he could succeed in mducing many to do so, he 
should be agreat public benefactor. He read various 
quotations to show how operative upoa human action 
was the desire of promotion, and how legitimately dis- 
tinction might be sought after in a democratic govern- 
ment. ‘The situation of the first man in a renublic could 
ouly be obtained by a life of virtue. It was said he had 
used his arguments to political opponents as well as 
friends. He adduced this asa proof of his purity of in- 


ey eee - 


the honor of the United States, was highly commendas 
ble. He considered himself justified in resorting to’any 
means which are not unlawful, nor dishonorable, to eb- 
tain the passage of his proposition. He put the supposi- 
tion that there was a proposition in a British convention 
to make the king an office to be given by election, and ask~ 
ed if the reasons he had assigned might not be pressed on 
the members of that convention. 

Here the hour having expired, Mr. Smyth moved to 
suspend the rule, which was decided in the negative— 
Ayes 65, noes 80, 

The bill for the preservation and repair of the Cum- 

berland road,was then read a third time and passed, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. Sam]. Anderson, Armstrong, Noyes 
Barber, Barker, Barlow, Barney, Bartlett, Bartley, Isaac 
C. Bates, Beecher, Blake, Brent, Burges, Butman, Car-- 
ter, Chambers, Chilton, James Clark, Condict, Coulter, 
Crockett, Crowninshield, John Davenport, Dickinson, 
Dorsey, Duncan, Dwight, Everett, Findlay, Fort, For- 
ward, Gale, Green, Gurley, Hodges, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
Jennings, Johnson, Kerr, Lawrence, Leffler, Leteher, 
Little, Locke, hangs Lyon, Mallary, Martindale, Marvin, 
Maxwell, McDuffie, M’Hatton, M’Kean, McLean, Mer- 
cer, Mervin, Miller, Miner, John Mitchell, Muhlenberg, 
Newton, Orr, Pierce, Pierson, Plant, Ramsay, James F. 
Randolph, Reed, Richardson, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, 
Sinnickson, Sloane, Oliver H. Smith, Sprague, Sprigg, 
Stanberry, James S. Stevenson, Stewart, Storrs, Strong, 
Swann, Swilt, Sutherland, Tracy, Ebenezer Tucker, 
Vance, Van Rensselaer, Varnum, Views, Wales, Wash- 
ington, Whipple, Whittlesey, James Wilson, Ephraim K. 
Wilson, Wingate, John Woods, Wolf, John C. Wright, 
Yaneey.—L03. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Addams, Alexander, Samuel C. 
Allen, John Anderson, P. P. Barbour, Barringer, Bas- 
sett, Beiden, Bell, Blair, Brown, Bryan, Buchanan, 
Buck, Bunner, Cambreleng, Claiborne, John C. Clark, 
Conner, Culpeper, Daniel, Thomas Davenport, John 
Davis, De Graff, Desha, Drayton, Earll, Floyd of Geo. 
Fry, Gilmer,Gorham, Hallock, Hall, Hamilton, Harvey, 
Haynes, Hinds, Hobbie, Hoffman, Isacks, Johns, Keese, 
Kremer, Lecompte, Lea, Lumpkin, Magee, Marable, 
Markell, Maynard, MeCoy, M’Intire, ThomasR. Mitch- 
ell, Gabriel Moore, Nuckolls, O’Brien, Owen; Phelps, 
Polk, Johu Randolph, Rives, Roane, Shepperd, Alexan- 
derSmyth, Stower, Taber, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomp- 
son, Suarling Tucker, Turner, Verplank, Weems, Wick- 
liffe, Wilde, Williams, John J. Wood, S. Wood, Waod- 
cock.—79. 

‘The house refused Mr. Archer, who was without the 
bar, when the yeas and nays were called, permission to 
record his name im opposition to the bill. 

The speaker laid betore the house a letter from the sec- 
retary of the treasury, transmitting the annual statement 
of the commerce and navigation of the United States for 
the year 1828, which letter and statement were laid on 
the table, and six thousand copies thereof were ordered 
to be printed. 

The house then went into committee of the whole, and 
in succession, took up the general and military appropria- 
tioa bills, various amendments were offered and adopted, 
but on a motion that the committee rise and report the 
first named bill to the house, and ask leave to sit again on 
the second, it was discovered that a quoram was not pre- 
sent, various motions were now made for a call of the 
house, adjournment, &c. when finally, it being near five 
o’clock, the house adjourned. , 

Friday, Feb. 20. After the reception of reports, &c. 
the amendment to the constitution came up as the un- 
finished business of yesterday, when Mr. Smyth took the 
floor, and concluded his remarks m reply to Mr. Wright, 
and in defence of the amendment generally, and more 

particularly of his own course in addressing anonymous 
letters to members of the house, arguing to show that he 
could have had no bad motives, but a regard to the pub- 
lic good, 

Mr. Weems called upon the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Wright) to explain whether, in speaking of ‘sta 
drivers, whippers in, and the small fry of the house,” he 
had had any personal allusion? Mr. W. said he would 
yield the floor to the gentleman for the parpose of mak- 





tention, Ie stated that his object, being to preserve 


| ing such explanation, 
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Mr. Wrisft said it he took the floor, he should take 
it under »0 conditions imposed by the gentlemen from 
Marylsad, but with all the privileges pertaining to the 
possession of it. 

The chair decided that if the gentleman from Mary- 
jand yielded the floor he must yield it altogether. Mr. 
Weems having done so, Mv. Wright said he had no ex- 
planation for the gentleman, but would offer an amend- 
ment, VIZ: 

To insert in his second proposition to amend, after the 
words ‘‘iree white male citizens,” the words ‘‘of 21 years 
of age.” 

Before any decision was had, Mr. Storrs moved to lay 
the amendment of Mr. Smyth, together with those of 
Mr. Wright, on the table. 

Which motion prevailed—Ayes 118. 
was Jaid on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
post master general, transmitting a statement of the con- 
waets made by his department during the year 1828; 
which was read, and laid on the table. 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the navy, transmitting the information called 
for by this house on the 3d inst. in relation to the navy 
pension fund, which letter was read and laid on the table. 

On motion ot Mr. Mc Duffie, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole, and took up the military appropria- 
tion bill, Mr. Wickliffe in the chair. Mr. Forward op- 


So the subject 


posed the appropriation for the armory at Harper’s Fer- | 


rv, and moved to strike it out of the bill, on the ground 
of mismanagement in the institution. <A spirited debate 
then occurred between Messrs. Forward and McCoy, 
daring which Mr. McDuffie vars against the course 
of discussion. Finally Mr. F’s amendment was nega- 
tived without a count. 

The fortification bill and the bill making appropriations 
for the Indian department, were next considered, and 
having been discussed, the naval appropriation bill was 
taken up, and being amended, laid aside. The bill 
making appropriations for certain internal improvements, 


occupied the house for a considerable time, when the | 


committee rose, and the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 21. After the usual preparatory bu- 
siness, Mr. Woods, of Ohio, from the committee on roads 
and canals, made a favorable report on the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road company, which was read and laid oa 
the table. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Barney on the 7th inst. 
relative to the ‘‘British customs amendment act,” was 
taken up, considered and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Long, the house agreed to take a 
recess from three till five o’clock on Monday, and to de- 
vote the evening session to the consideration of a number 
of specified biils. 

Mr. Sawyer moved the following resolution, which 
was read and laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house at an early day of the next 
session, whether a moderate seignorage may not, with 
propriety. be retained at the mint, as the price of coinage 
on the precious metal deposited there, and whether such 
seignorage would, in any injurious degree, affect the va- 
jue on the amount of the currency. 

Several other resolutions were offered, whieli shall be 
noticed in their prdgress. 

The amendment of the senate to the bill for the ap- 
pointment of a surveyor for the Virginia military district, 
in the state of Obio, was read and agreed to by the house. 
This bill is therefore finally passed. 

‘The appropriation bills were again considered; vari- 
ous amendments were offered, not necessary to specify— 
there was a “general seramble” for several bills, many 
of which were canvassed, when the committee rose, and 
the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 23. This being the day for the pre- 
sentation of memorials, &e. upwards of seventy were 
presented and referred to the appropviate committees. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee on commerce, to 





—— 


A resolution submitted by Mr. Marvin, authorisin 
the clerk of the honse to place fifty cords of the woot 
purchased for the use of the house, under the direction 
ot the overseers of the poor of Washington, to be distri- 
buted gratuitously among the destitute poor of the eity, 
was agreed to. 

The bill) making appropriations for building light 
houses, and beacons, and placing buoys, and improving 
harbors, and directing surveys, was called up, and, after 
agreeing to the amendments reported on Saturday from 
the committee of the whole, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill making appropriations for the erection of cery 
tain forts, barracks, and quarters, and for other purposes, 
was called up. The amendments of the committee of 
the whole, reported on Saturday last, were agreed to, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

‘The several appropriation bills which had been re- 
ported from the committee of the whole, were read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Vinton renewed his motion to strike out that 
clause in the general appropriation Dill which provides 
75,000 dollars for the survey of the public lands; and on 
this motion a series o! explanations took place between 
Mr. Vinton and Messrs. Gurley and Brent, in which the 
latter gentlemen disclaimed all intention of reflecting on 
the character or motives of Mr. V., but had intended 
their remarks to apply to the effect only of the amend- 
ment whieh he had proposed. The question was then 
put, and the amendment rejected. 

Mr. Barney moved to insert, in the bill for internal 
improvement, a clause for improving the entrance of Gen- 
nessee river, in New York. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. Barney, 
Whipple, Marvin, and Cambreleng, when the yeas and 
nays being taken, it was decided in the affirmative, and 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill to provide for taking the fifth census of the ine. 
| habitants of the United States was called up. 

On this bill a debate of considerable extent arose. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved to strike out 
that feature of the bill which proposes to fix the ratio of 
representation by dividing the population of each state 
by a certain number as a divisor, and declaring the quo- 
tient (throwing away fractions) to be the number of her 
representatives. 

The motion was opposed by Messrs. Culpeper, Little, 
and Storrs; and supported by Messrs. Wilhkams, Burges,, 
Ingersoll, Pearce, and Dwight. 

Ihe ground on which the clause in the bill was adve- 
cated, was that it would secure a proper number of re- 
presentatives in the house, (being expected to give about 
220), and would avoid the unpleasant contest which had 
hitherto always occurred in fixing the ratio after the 
census was taken, while the numbersremain unknown, 
the question could be settled with calmness; but so soon 
as each state became aware of the exact number of her 
population, a struggle must always ensue, from the de- 
sire, especially of the smal] states to fix the ratio in such 
a manner, that they should obtain the most influence. 
An opportunity was now afforded to avoid this sort of 
scramble, by settling the ratio beforehand. ‘The grounds 
on which it was opposed, were, that this was anticipating 
the duty, and trenching upon the prerogatives of a sab- 
sequent congress—that it was fixing at random a rule by 
which the small states and the old states were almost cer. 
tain to suffer, and Rhode Island iu particular, was in dan-. 
ger of losing half her representation—that it did not be- 
long to congress to determine, a priori, of what number 
its own body should consist, nor was it right to settle a 
ratio of representation, the eflect of which could only be 
known by experiment. ‘The debate was terminated by 
M. Bartiett, who demanded the previous question, the ef- 
fect of which wasto preclude this item altogether, be- 
cause it had been reported by the committee of the whole 








in the shape of an amendment to the bill, and the pre- 
| vious question cuts off all amendments. 


The previous question being seconded, put, and earri- 


which was referred sundry memorials recommending | ed, the main question was put as follows: 


cash payment of duties, warehouses, and other commer- 


Shall this bill be engrossed, and read a third time? 


cial regulations, made a report; which was laid on the | which being decided in the affirmative, the bill was or- 


table. 


+ dered to its third reading. 
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The house then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and took up the bill mak- 


oe s for the public buildings. An ani- 
pe! discussion took place on some of the items, but 


before a decision was had, the committee rose at 3 o’clock | 


and the house took a recess until 5 o’clock. 


The house, after a recess, met at five o’clock; but 
there was no quorum, and various efforts were made, by 
calling yeas and nays on motions for adjournment, and 
moving a call of the house, to obtain one, but without 
success, until 35 minutes had elapsed, when the house 
went into a committee of the whole on the state of the 
the union, Mr. Qwen, in the chair, and took up the fol- 
lowing bills: 

A bill for the relief of the surviving widows of certain 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers of the army 
of the revolution. 

A bill for the relief of sundry revolutionary and other 
Officers and soldiers. 

A bill to amend the act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval serviee of the United States 
in the revolutionary war. 

Various amendments were made to the pensioners’ 
bill, by addmg some names, and striking out others. 
They were then laid aside, and the committee proceeded 
to consider the ‘‘bill to amend the act to provide tor cer- 
tain persons engaged in the land and naval service of the 
United States in the revolutionary war,” on which a very 
spirited debate arose. 

An attempt was made to amend the bill by striking 





Wednesday, Feb. 25. Mr. Bartlett trom the com- 
mittee on naval affairs, reported the following regolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be nstruc- 
ted to require three of the medical officers of the ag 
whom he shall designate, to report to him their opinions, 
separately, whether it is necessary or expedient that 
‘distilled spirits” should constitute a part of the rations 
allowed to midshipmen; and also their opinions of the 
effect upon the morals and health of the individuals, 
and we the discipline «nd character of the navy, 
should each midshipman use the quantity of the distil- 
‘led spirits whieh now, by law constitutes a part of the 
daily ration; and that the secretary transmit such reports 
to this house at the next session of congress, together 
with his own opinion of the expediency of substituting 
some other article in the rations supplied by government. 

Mr. Taliaferro, trom the committee appointed on 
the memorial of citizens of Albemarle country, in the 
state of Virginia, praying congress to reconsider the 
claims of James Monroe late president of the United 
States, on the government, and to adjust them according 
to the principles of equity and justice, made a supple- 
mental report thereon; which was read and committed 
to the committee of the whole house to which is com-~- 
mitted the bill for the relief of James Monroe. 

The following resolution moved by Mr. Afarvin, was 
agreed to. 

Resolved, That the clerk of this house be directed to 
place at the disposal of the board of trustees of the poor 
ot Georgetown, twenty-five cords of wood, from the 





from it the provision for the militia; and the general ar- supply on hand procured for the use of this house: pro- 


pameets were urged which apply to that question, m re- 
ation to the comparative merits of militia and regular 
troops. 

The amendment, however, was subsequently with- 
drawn, and the section suffered to stand. 

The bill was niddified in several other respects of mi- 


rted the two first bills as amended. 
ast bill was reported, after various efforts to go intu 
committee on new bills, the house adjourned at 8 o’clock. 

Tuesday, February 24. The resolution offered by Mr. 
Barringer on the subject of reprinting the deficient docu- 
ments of congress, coming up as the unfinished business 
of yesterday morning, 

r. Wickliffe concluded his remarks in opposition to 
the resolution: when 

Mr. Barringer took the floor in reply, and in’ vindiea- 
tion of the resolution he had offered. He continued his 
remarks for some time, when the hour allotted to morn- 
ing business expired. He made an attempt to have the 
rule on that subject suspended; but without success. 

The following engrossed bills were read the third ume 
and passed. 

To repeal the act to establish the district of Blakely, 
in Alabama, 

Making appropriations for building light-houses and 
beacons, for placing buoys, and for improving harbors 
and directing surveys. 

For ascertaining the latitude of the southerly bend, or 
extreme of Lake Michigan, and of certain other points, 
for the purpose thereafter of fixing the true northern 
boundary lines of the states of Ohio, Indiana. and Illinois, 


For the reliet of the surviving widows of certain com- 
missioned and non-commissioned officers, musicians and 
privates of the revolutionary army. 

For the relief of sundry revolutionary and other officers 
and soldiers. 

Making appropriations for the erection and completion 
of certain forts, barracks, and quarters, and for other 

ses. 
e house next proceeded to consider the bill to amend 
the act to provide for certain persons engaged in the land 


nor importance; after which the committee rose, and re-} 
But before the 


vided that on examination it be found that quantity can 


' be sufely parted with. 


The house resumed the consideration of Mr. Barrin- 
ger’s resolution for printing certam deficient documents 
of the early congresses, when Mr. B. continued the ob- 
servations he commenced yesterday, but before he had 
concluded, the hour allotted to resolutions expired. 

The remainder of the session was almost exclusively 
occupied inthe discussion of the bill to amend an act to 
provide for persons in the land and naval service of the 
United States, in the army of the revolution. A motion 
was made by Mr. .W? Duffie, to recommit the bill with 
instructions to report as to the extent of the demand 
wluch the bill would create on the treasury, but the mo- 
lion was rejected by a vote 95 to 89. The bill then pass- 
ed by a vote of Lil to 67. The bill making appropri- 
auions for the public buiidimgs was also passed. On mo- 
uion of Mr. Aremer the house adjourned, 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS, 

In the senate—The vote on the passage of the bill for 
the rel ef of Thomas L. Winthrop and others, directors of 
an association called ‘the New England Mississippi land 
company,’ was reconsidered. Atter some discussion, 





the question was taken on the passage of the bill and de- 
cided in the negative, by the casting vote of the vice pre- 
sident. In the early part of the sitting, Mr. Seymour 
moved that the senate proce-d to the consideration of ex- 


ecutive business, which motion was negatived by a vote 
ol 21 to 22. 


Five thousand copies of the document stating the amount 








of money expended by the government within the re- 
spective states, tor the purposes of internal improvement, 
since the year 1789, was ordered to be printed. 

In the house of repr sentatives, after various proceed- 
ings, a motion to lay the bill for printing certain documents 
on the table was rejected—-85 to 67. It was to 
reconsider the bill to repeal certain tonnage duties—101 
to 75. Several bills were considered—the proceedings on 

| which shall hereafter appear. 





Tounkex, &c. It seems that the Russians and Turks 
are making great preparations tor new efforts as early in 
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and naval service of the United States during the revolu- | 
tionary war; a very desultory debate ensued, in which | 
many members participated, when the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. Ayes 120; noes 5v. 


The bill making appropriations for the public buildings 
wag again taken up, and being amended by striking out 
the appropriation for the portico on the north front of the 
president’s house, it was ordered to be engrossed, and 
the house adjourned. 


the spring as the climate and state of the weather will 

permit. lt appears probable that the ‘Tarks will suffer Ff 
wuchtrom the blockade of the Dardanelles, because of Ff 
the want oi provisions. Some of the British papers 
shew much dissatisiaction at the occupancy ofthe Morea 
by Franc It is believed that the Turks have nearly 
annihilated the Greek population of Candia, or Crete. 
Ifso, the slaughter must hued been greater than that at 
Scio 








